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Sar He /crring forth of the Pubbck Confeſſion of the Faith of Church- 

To es hath a denble end, and both tending to publick edification : 

Q ap or ruroryy of the F, nv intire within it ſelf: Second- | 

' ty, the holdi of Unity and Harmony, both amono it,” and > F 

- 2a with other Chance | cbs) j e wes v ſel | 
' Onur Churches here, as (by the grace of Chriſt} we believe and profeſs the | 
[ame Doftrine of the trath of te Cafe ne enerally is klet Wo =_ 
Reformed Claveter of Chriſt in Europe: fo effecially, we deſire not to vary | 
from the deftrine of Faith, and truth held forth by the Churches of our native | 
conntrey. For though it be not one native cogntrey that can breed us all of one | 
minde ; nor ought we for to have the glorious faith of our Lord Feſus with re- Juml.s 

ſpeft of perſons : yet as Paul who was himſelf a Few, profeſſed to hold forth the 

doftrine of 7 uitification by F, aith, and of the Reſurretion of the Dead, ac- 

cording as he knew his godly Conntreymen did, who were Fews by nature, Gal. 

2.15. Ads, 26.6,7. ſo we, who are by nature Engliſhmen, do de/rre to hold forth 

the ſame dottrine of Religion -( eFpecially in Fundamentals) which we ſee and 

know to be held by the, Churches England, according to the truth of the Go- 


| 
| 
| 
' 
1. 
| 
| 
| 


L . | 
ſpe The more we diſcetn, (that which we do, and have cauſe to do with inceſſant | 
mourning and trembling ) the unkinde, and unbrotherly, and anchriftian Con- 
tentions of our godly Brethren and Countreymen in matters of Church-govern- 
ment :. the more earneitly do we defire to ſee them joyned together in one common Conf to | 
faith, and our ſelves with them. For this end, having peruſed the Publick Conf 79 af | 
2/ſon of Faith agreed upon by the reverend Aſſembly of Divjnes at Weſtmin- e/tmmi{t| 
ſter, and finding the [umm and ſubStance thereof (in matters of Dottrine) to _ $4 
expreſs not their own Jogger? onely, but ours alſo : and being likewiſe called | | 
upon by our godly Magittrates, to draw up a publick Confeſſion of that Faith I: 
which 1s constam ly tanght, and generally profeſſed among#t us, we thought good | 
ro preſent unto them, and with them to our Churches, and with them toall the | | 
Churches of Chrift abroad, our profeſſed and hearty aſſent and attefation to uk 
the whole Confeſſion of Faith | for ſubFRance of DoFftrine | which the reve- [T4 
rend Aſſembly preſented to the religious and honurable Parliament of Eng-$Q: 16 
land : excepting onely ſome Settions m bo 2 Y . 30. and 31. Chapters of their&)- 
_ Con. 
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hy F,nd onely crave leave | as in ſpirit we are bound 


nod 


+ 
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Corfeſſion, whith-concern points of controverſie in Church-diſcipline : touch= 


ing which we refer our ſeſves to the draught of Church diſcipline in the enſuing 
T reatiſe._ | | 


f Yi The truth of what webere declare may apj ear, by the unanimous vote of the 
M Sy 


nod of the Elders and Meſſengers of our Churches aſſembed at Cambridg,the 


 la$t of the ſixth moneth, 1648. which joyntly paſſed in theſe words; This Synod 


having peruſed, and confidered -(with much gladneſs of heart, and thank- 


| fulneſsro God) the Confeſſion of Faith publiſhed of late by thereverend 


Aſſembly in Erg/ard, do judg it to be very holy, orthodox, and judicious in 
all'matters of Faith; and do therefore freely and fully conſent thereunto, 
for the ſubſtance thereof. - Onely in thoſe things which have reſpe& to 
Church-government and diſcipline, we refer our. ſelves to the platform of 
Church-diſcipline, agreed upon by this preſent Aſſembly : and do therefore 
think it meet, that this Confeſſion of Faith ſhould be commended co the 
Churches of Chriſt amongſt us, and. to the honoured. Court, as worthy of 
their due confideration and acceptance. Howbeit, we may not conceal, that 
the doftrine of vocation expreſſed in Chap.10. S.1. and ſummarily repeated, 
Chap. 13. & 1. paſſed not without ſome debate. Tet conſidering, that the term of 
vocation, and others by which it ts deſcribed, are capable of a large, or more 
ſtrift ſenſe and uſe, and that it 15 not intended to binde apprehenſions preciſely in 

point of order and method, there hath beex a general con ſcendency thereanto. 
Now this or profeſſed conſent and free concurrence with them in all the Do- 
trinals of Religion, we hope, it may appear to the world, that as we are a rem- 
nant of the people of the ſame nation with thens : ſo we are profeſſors of the ſame 
common faith, and fellow-heirs of the ſame common ſalvation. Tex moreover, as 
this our profeſſion of the ſame faith with them, will exempt us [even in their _ 
judgments | from ſuSpition of Hereſie ; ſo|[ we tru#t | it may exempt us in the 
like fort from ſuSþition of Schiſm ; that though we are forced to diſſent from 
them in matters of Church-diſcipliue ; yet our difſent 45 not taken up out of ar- 
rogancy of ſpirit in our ſelves | whom they ſee willingly condeſcend to learn of 
them : | neither 1s it carried with uncharitable cenſoriouſneſs towards them 
[ both which are the proper and eſſential charatters of Schiſm_| but in meekneſs of 
wiſdom, as we walk along with them, and follow them, as they follow Chri& - (6 
where we conceive a different apprehenſion of the minde of Chrift | as it falleth 
out in ſome few points touching Church-order | we ſtill reſerve dae reverence to 
them, whom we judg to be, through Chri$, the glorious lights of both nations: 
T to follow the Lamb whitherſoe- 


wer he goeth, and[ after the ApoFtes example | as we believe, ſowe ſpeak, 
And 


_— 


And if the example of ſuch poor out-caſts as our ſelves, might prevail if {8 
with all [ for that were too great a bleſſing to hope for | "yet with ſome or other of 
onr brethren inEngland, ſo far as they are come to and ? &-ſpeak the ſame thing 

with ſuch as diſſent from them, we hope in Chri#t, it would not onely moderate 

the harſh judging and condemning of one another in ſuch differences of judgment 
as may be found in the choice$t Saints ; but alſo prevent | by the mercy of Chriſt | 
the peril of the deftrattion and deftruttion of all the C Likes in both King - 
doms. Otherwiſe if brethren ſhall go on to bite and devour one another, the Apo- 
ftle feared(" 2s we alſo, with ſadneſs of heart do | it will tend to the conſuming of 
them, and us all : which the Lord prevent. | 

We are not ignorant, that [ beſides theſe aFertions of Hereſie and Schiſm | 
other exceptions alſo are taken at our way of Church-gevernment : but| as we 
conceive | upon as little ground. | PEEK 

As 1. That by adautting none to the fellowſhip of aur Church but Saints 
by calling, werob many Pariſh-churches of their beſt members, to make up 
one of our Congregations: which is not onely, to gather Churches out of 
Churches (a thing unheard of in Scripture : '] but alſo to weaken the hearts 
and hands of the beſt Miniſters in the Pariſhes, by diſpoiling them of their 
beſt hearers. : 

2. That we provide nocourſe for the gaining, and calling in of ignorant, 
and erronious, and ſcandalous perſons, whom we refuſe to receive into our 
Churches, and ſoexclude from the wholſom remedy of Church-diſcipline. 

3. That in our way, we ſow ſeeds of diviſion and hindrance of edificati- 
on 1nevery family : whileſt admitting into our Churches onely voluntaries, 
the Husband' will be of one Church, the Wife of another ; the Parents of 
one Church, the Children of another ; the Maſter of one Church, the Ser- 
vants of another:and fo the Parents and Maſters being of different Churches 
from their Children and Servants, they cannot take a juſt account of their 
profiting by what they hear ; yea, by this means the Husbands, Parents, and 
Maſters ſhall be chargable to the maintenance of many other Churches and 
Church- officers, befidestheir own, which will prove a charge and burden 
unſupportable. But for anfwer, as to the firſt. 

For gathering Churches out of Churches, we cannot ſay that it 15 a thing un- 
heard of in Scripture. The firſt Chriſtian Charch was gathered out of the few- 
ih Church, and out of many Synagogues in that Church, and conſiſted partly of 
the Inhabitants of feruſalem,partly of the Galileans: who though they kept ſome 
communion in ſome parts of publick worſhip with the Temple : yet neither did 
they frequent the Sacrifices, nor repair to the Sanhedrim for the determining of 

"1 their 


their chnrch-canſes, but kept intire and conitant communion with the Apoſtles 

| Charch in all the Ordinances of the Goſpel. : And for the firſt Chriſtian Charch © 

of the Gentiles at .Antoch , it appeareth to have been gathered and conſtituted 

partly of the diſperſed Brethren of the Church at Jeruſalem (whereof ſome were 

men of Cyprus, nd ArED Jand partly of the believing Canton ets I.20,21. 
o thar 


Ifit be ſaid the firſt Chriftian Church at Zer»/alens , an at Antioch 
were gathered not out of any chriſtian church, bur our of the Jewiſh Temple 


and Synagogues , which were ſhortly afterto be aboliſhed : and their ga- 


chering to Antioch, was upon occaſion of diſperſion-in time of perſecution. 
Wwe defere, it may be conſidered, 1. T hat the Members of rhe L-wih Church 
were more ſtrongly and ſtraitly tyed by expreſs hoty Covenant, to keep fellowthip 
with the 7ewiſs Church, till tt was aboliſhed , than auy embers of Chriſtian 
Pariſh-Churches are wont to be tyed to keep fellowſhip with their Pariſh-church-, 
es. T he Epiſcopal Canens,which binde them to atttend on their Pariſh-Church,it 
is likely they are now aboliſhed with the Epiſcopaty.T he commonLaw of the Land 
% ſatisfied ( as we conceive ) if they attend upon the worſhip of God in any other 


Church though not within their own Pariſh. But noſuch like Covenant of God, 


zor any other religious tye lyeth upon thens to attend the worſhip of God #n their, 
T emple and Synagognes. 

2. T hough the Fo 
that doth not make the deſertion of it by the Members, tobe lawful , till it was 


. aboliſhed. Future abolition i no warrant, for preſent deſertion : wnleſs it be 
' lamfall'in ſome caſe whileſt the Church ts yet in preſent ſtanding to deſert it ; to 


wit, either for avoiding of preſent pollations,or for hope of greater edification,and 
ſo for better ſatisfattion to conſcience in either future events ( or foreſight of 
them ) do net diſſolve preſent relation. Elſe wives, Children, Servants might 


deſert their Husbands, Parents, Mafters, when they be mortally fick. 
3. What the Members of the Jewiſh Church did, in joyning to the Chnrch at 


Antioch, iz time of perſecution, it may well be conceived , the Members of any 
Chriftian Church may do the like, for ſatisfation of Conſcience. Peace of Con- 
ſcience 1s more deſirable, than the peace of the outward man : und freedom from 
__— of conſcrence 15 more cas to a fencere heart , than freedom: from 
erſecalion. 
f If it be ſaid , thefe Members of the Chriſtian Church at Zer»/alem , that 
joyned tothe Church at Antioch , removed their habitations together with 
their relations: which if the Brethren ofthe congregationall way would do, 
- Cs _ abate their grievance of their departure from their presbyteri- 
a ES, ; 


_—_ 


- 


wiſh Temple Church at Jeruſalem was tobe abolifved oe 


' Pe verily cont wifh thens ſo te do, 4s well approving the like removal of ha- 
 bitations, 4cafe of changing Chmrch-relations. ( previged , that it may be dune 
withext too mnch detriment to their outward eHtate) and we for our parts , have 
done the fame. Bnt toput a neceſſity of removal of habitation in ſuch a caſe, it 75 
to foment and cheriſh a corrupt principle of making civil cohabitation, if not a for- 
mal cauſe, yet at leaFt a proper adjuntt of Church-relation ; which the truth of 
the GoFhel doth net acknowledg. Now to foment an errour to the prejudice of the 
truth of the GoFþel, 1s not to walk with a right foot actording to & truth of the 
Goſpel, as Pauljadgeth, Gal. 2. 14. | 
" 4. We do not think it meet or ſafe , for a Member of a presbyterial Church, 
forthwith to deſert his relation to his Charch, betake himſelf to the fellowſhip of a 
Congregational Church, though he may diſcern ſome defet in the eſtate , or go- 
vernment of his own. © ; | | 
- For x. Faithfulneſs of brotherly love in Church-refation, requireth, that 
the Members of the Church ſhould firſt convince their brethren oftheir ſin- 
full defe&s, and duly wait for their reformation, before they depart from 
them. For if we muſt take 'fuch a courſe for the healing of a private Bro- 
ther , ina way of brotherly love, with much meekneſs and patience : how 
-much'more ought we to walk with like tendernefs cowards a whole Church. 
Again 2. By the haſty departure of ſound Members from a defeRive 
Church, reformation is not promoted , but many times retarded , and cor- 
. ruption increafed, 'Whereas on the contrary, white ſincere Members breath- 
ing after purity of reformation abide together, chey may ( by the bleſſing of 
God upon their fgithfull endeavours) prevail much with their Elders , and | 
Neighbours towards a reformation'; it may be, fo much, as that their Elders | 
in their own Church ſhall receive noneto the Seal? buc viſible Saints : and He level 
in the Claflis ſhall put forth no autharitlve AR” ( but conſultative onely ) F*Ie $5 | 
rouching the Members of other churehes : nor couching their 'own but, with | 
the conſent (ſilent conſent at leaſt) oftheir own.church: which two things, 
if they can obtain with any hamble, meek, holy, faichfull endeavours.we con- 
ceive, they might (by the grace of Chrift tinde liberty of conſcience to conti- 
nue their relation with their own presbyterial Church, without ſcruple. 
5. But to add a word farther , touching the gathering of Churches out of Goth ym 
Charches, what if there were no expreſs example £1 uch as extant in the CA rh 
Scriptures ? that which we are wont to anſwer the Antipedvbaptiſs , 1a 
ſuffice here : it is enongh, if any evidence thereof may be gathered from a juſt , - 
conſequence of $cripture-lipht, Dottor Ames his judgment concerning this caſein 
paſſeth [for ought we know ] without exception, which he gave in his fourth Booktha 42.4 m7: 
of Conſcience in Anſwer to two Queſt. e.34.,num.16, a1g.p- 63- If yy 16 
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If any (ſaith be) wronged with unjuſt vexation, or providing for his own 
edification, or in teſtimony againſt ſin depart from. a Church where ſome 
evilsare tolerated, and. joyn himſelf to another more pure, yet without 
condemning of the Church he leaveth, he is not therefore to be held as a 


by Schiſmatick,'or as guilty of any other fin. * here the tripartite digjunttion, 


which the judicions Dottonr putteth, declareth the lawfulneſs of the departure of 
a Church. member from a Church, when either throygh wearineſs of unjuſt vex+, 
ation, or in way of proviſion for hi own edificatien, or in teſtimony againſt ſin, 
he joyneth himſelf to ancther congregation more reformed. Any one F theſe he 
judgeth a juſt and lawfull cauſe of departare, though all them donot concur toge- 
ther. Neither will ſuch a pratt{e desÞoil the beft Miniſters of the Pariſhes of 
their beſt Hearers. SO AT le es | 

For 1. Sometimes the Miniſters themſelves are willing to joyn with their 
better ſort of hearers, in this way of Reformation :and-then they and their 
hearers continue _ their Church-relation together, yea and confirm it 
more ſtourly an , by an expreſs renewed covenant, though the Mi- 
niſters niay ſtill continue their wonted preaching to their whole Pariſh. 

2. If the Miniſters do diſlike the. way of thoſe, whom they otherwiſe 
count their beſt members, and ſo refuſe to joyn with them therein;yer ifthoſe 
memberscan procure ſome other Miniſters co. joyn with them in their own 
way, and ſtill continue their dwelling together in the ſame Town, they may 
eaſily order the pes of Sig goblick aſſembly, , as to attend conſtantly upon 
the miniſtry of their former Church, and either after or before cheir publick 
aſſembly of the Pariſh take an opportunity ro garher together for the admi- 
niſtration of Sacraments,& obs and ather.Church-ordinancesamongſt 
chemſelves. The firſt Apoſtolick Church aſſembled to hear the Word with _ 
the Jewiſh Churchin the open Courts.of the Temple ; but afterwards, ga-,, 
thered" together for breaking” of Bread, and other acts. of Church-order, 


beſt gifted members toward the ereQting and gathering of another Church : 
it would not forthwith be their detriment, but may be their enlargment. It is 
che moſt noble and perfe&t work of a living creature {both in nature and 
grace) to opagies and multiply his kinde: and i is the honour of the faith- 
full Spoyſe of Chriſt, to ſex forward the work of Chriſt, as well abroad as ar 


| con-g.g. home. The Church in Caxr.8.8. to help forward her little fiſter-church, was 
| ___ willingtopart with her choice-materials, even beams of. Cedar, .and ſuch 
precious living ſtones, as were fit to build a Silver-palace. 'Inthe ſame.Book, 

«1 NE Sens CAE RIS 


the church-is compared ſometime to a Garden , ſoryerime to an Orchard, ***® 
. -Cant. 4- 12, 13. No man planteth a Garden or Orchard, but ſeekethro pec * 

. the choyſeſt herbs,and plants of hisNeighbours,and they freely impart them: , . -- | 
nor do they account it a ſpoil to their Gardens and Orchards, but-rather a +; +4 
glory. Nevertheleſs we go not ſo far : | we neither ſeek nor askthe choyce i 
members of the Pariſhes, but accept them being offered.  _- _ ;j 

If it be ſaid, they are not offered by the Miniſters, 'nor by the PariſÞ-charches 
(who have moſt right in them) but bnely by themſelves. | 

It may juſtly be demanded what right, or-what power have either the mini- 
ſters, or Pariſh-church over them ? Not by ſolemn church-covenant ; for 
char, though it be the firmeſt engagement, is not owned, but rejected. 1f ir 
be, by their joyning with the Pariſh, in the calling aad ele&tion of a Minifter 
ro ſuch a Congregation at his firſt coming,there 1s indeed juſt weight in juch 
an Ingagement : nor do we judg ic ſafe for ſuch to remove from ſuch a Mini- 
ſter, unleſs it be upon ſuch grounds, as may juſtly give him due fatisfation. 
But if the union of ſuch Members to a Pariſh-church , and tothe Miniſtery 
thereof, be onely by cohabitation within the precins of the Pariſh, tha: 
union, as it was found upon humane Law : ſo by humane Law it may eaſi!1 
be releaſed. Or otherwile, ifa man remove his habitation, he removeth ally 
the bond of his relation, and the ground of offence. 

\ 4. Itneed not be feared, that all beſt hearers of che beſt Miniſters, no nor 
che moſt of them, will deparc fromchein upon point of Church-goveramenr. 
Thoſe who have tound the preſence and power of the ſpirit of Chriſt breath- 
ing in their Miriſters, either to their converſion, or edification, will be flow 
to change ſuch a Miniſtery of faith, and holineſs , for the liberty of Church- 
order. Upon which ground, and ſundry other ſuch like , there be doubtleſs 
ſundry godly and judicious hearers in many Pariſhes in E-gland that do and 
will prefer their relation totheir Miniſters (though in a presbyterial way) a- 
bove the congregational confederation. 

5. But if all, orthe moſt part of the beſt heaters of che beſt Miniſters of 
Pariſhes, ſhould departfrom them, as preferring in their jadgments,the con- 
gregational way : yet, incaſe the congregational way thould prove to bz 
ofChriſt,it will never grieve the holy hearts of godlyMiniſters, that their hea- 
rers ſhould follow after Chriſt : yea many of themtelves (upon due delibers. 
tion) will be ready to go along with them. K never grieved nor troubled 6, 3 
oby Baprift that his beſt Diſciples,departed from him to follow after Chriſty 744% 

obt Fc Bur in caſe the congregational way ſhould prove to be, not the in- 2 
ſtiturion of Chriſt (as we take it) by 0 ot men : then doubtleſs 
Cl the 
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the presbyterrel. form (ifit be of God) will ſwallow up the other, as 1ofes 


*Rod devoured the-Rods of thee £gyprians.Nor wiltthis put aneceſlity upon 
both the oppoliteparties, to ſhift for themſelves;and to ſeek to ſupplant one 
' another but onely, it will call upon them amIwer i x27, to {eek and'to 


follow'the trath in love, to attend'in faithfnlneſs each unto his own flock, © 
and to adminiſter-to them all the holy things of God , and their portion of 
food in due ſeaſon : and as for'others, quietly to,forbear them , and yerto 
;nſtru& themwith meekneſs that arecontrary minded: leaving it-to Chriſt 
(in the ufe of all good means) to reveal his own: truth in his own time : and 
mean while endeavouring to keep the unity of theſpiritin the bond of peace. - 
Phil. 3. 15,16, Epheſ. 4.3. | 

To the 2. Exception, That we take no courſe for the gaining and healing, 
c>c. calling'in of ignorant, and erronious, and ſcandalous perſons , whom 
we refuſe to receive into our churches, and ſo exclude them from the reme- 
dy of church-diſcipline. | 

We conceive the receiving of them into our Churches, would rather loſe and 
cerrupt our Churches, than gain and heal them. A little Leaven layed in a lump 


. of dough, will ſooner leaven the whole Iump, than the whole lump will ſweeten it. 


Ive therefore finde it ſafer,to ſquare rough and unhewen ſtones before they be laid 
into the building, rather than to hammer and hew them , when they lie unevenly 
in the building. : 

And accordingly, two means (we uſe ) to gain and call in ſuch as are ignorant 
or [candalous. 1. The publique Miniſtery > the Word, upon which they are iu- 
vited by counſel, and required by wholſome Laws to attain. And the word it is 
which 15 the power of God ts ſalvation, vo the calling and winning of ſouls.2. Pri- 
vate conference, and convittion by the Elders , and other able Brethren of the 
Church, whom they do the more reſpeftively hearken unto, when they ſee no hope 
of enjoying Church-fellowſhip,or participation in the Sacraments for themſetves, 
or their Children , till they approve their judgments to be ſoun4 and orthodox, 
ani their lives ſubdued to ſome hope of a godly converſation. What can claſſical 
diſcipline, or excommunication it ſelf do more in this caſe. \ 

The 3.Exception wrappeth up init a threefold domeſtical inconvenience : 
and each ofthem meet to be eſchewed. r.Diſ-union in Families berween each 
relation. 2. Diſappointment of editication , for-want of opportuniry in the 
governours of Families, to take account: of things heard by their Children 


and Servants. 3. Disburſements of chargeable maintenance to the 


ſzverall churches , whereto the ſeveral perſons of their Families are joyn- 
ed. Y : | 


All 


| 1; 
All which inconveniences either do not fall out in ——_— are 
eafily redreſſed: "For. nonevare brevtdy admit red ingo's greg ationabchurcher, but 
- ſuch.as are well approved By.gaadeeeft ifrony\, v0\be Ynfyvbjeruant of fanbly=rela- 
tions: Or if.any otherwiſe A oſcuhbendilereep bw; rhey-ave either wrderly heated, 
-or auly-remoued in away of Chriſt. Nor, are they admitted, unleſs they can-give 
ſome good acoount of their profiting by Ordinances , before the Elders and Bre- 
- -thren of the Church': and much more to:theix Parents and Maſters. Godly T «- 
tors iu the Univerſity can take an. account of their. Pupills : 'and godly houſhold- 
ers in the City can take account of their.Children and Servants, how they profit 
by the word they haue heard in ſeveral Churches : and that tothe greater edifi- 
cation ef the whole Family., by the variety of ſuch adminiſtrations. Bees may 
bring the more Heney and Wax intothe Hive, when they are-not limitted to one 

Garde of flewers, but may fly abroad tEmany.”- ve vv WOTTIICE 


Nor 1s any charge expetted from ywives, Chilares ,\ or Servants to the main- . 
renance of congregational Charches., further than they be furniſhed with perſo- 
nal eftates, or earnings, which may enable thens to contribate of ſuch things as 
they have, and not of ſuch as they have not. God accepteth not Robbery for a ſa- 
crifice. Andthougha godly Houſholaer may juſtly take himſelf bound in conſci- 
exice, to contribute to any ſurh Charch, whertto hus Wife, or Children', or Ser- 
wants dv ſtand in relation : yet that will not aggravate the burden of his charge, 
wo more than if they were received members of the ſame Church whereto himſelf 
1s related. | | | 

But why do we ftand thus long. to-plead exemptions from exceptions ? the Lord 
help all his faithfull, Servants (whether preſbyterialor congregational ) tojudg 
aniſhame our ſelves before the Lord for all.owr former complyances to'greater e- 
normities in Chureh-Government, than are to be found either in the congregatio- 

» mal, or preſoxterial way. And then ſurely, either the Lord will clear np his own 
+will.to 15, aud ſo frame, and ſubdue us all to one minde, and one way, (Ezek. 43. 
IO, II.) er elſe we ſhall learn to bear one anothers burdens in a ſpirit of meeknt[+. 
It will then doubtleſs be far from us., ſo to atteſkthe diſciphne of Chriſt.,. as to 
deteſt the Diſciples of Chriſt : ſo to contend for the ſeamleſs coat of 
Chriſt, as to crucifie the living members of Chrift : ſo to divide our ſelves about 
Church-communion , as through breaches to open a wide gap for a deluge of An- 

tichriſtian and prophane malignity to ſwallow up bath Church and civil ſtate. 

What ſhall we ſaymore? is difference about Charch-erder become the inlet of all 
.the diſorders in the Kingdom ? hath the Lord indeed left us to ſuch hardneſs of 
heart , that Church-Government ſhall become a ſnare to Lion , ( as ſometimes 
Moſes was to Egypt. Exod. 10.7.) that we cannet leave conteſting and con- 
E 2 tending 


OM AMERY: 


> RT PEE. 


<a MB 
-dexding abort tt, till he 
| has darneſÞ and iniely prayer fon nevntbicworid, that we all might be one in him? 


- franted ? or, ſhall it be granttd far all: the Saimrs elſewhere , and net for the 
Marh,mr2097%08, and Communion *. if i be poſſtble, for a little faith (fo muth us a grain 


: of jealonfie; and to:ca3t theſe ſtumbling-blocks out af the way, which may hinder 
- tional covenant doth juſtly eintiage buth partics, faithfully to:endeavour the utter 


- IO, IT.) then verily, there is no branchin the National Govenant , that en- 


\ 4 


Kingdeor be deſtroyed ? des the Lord eſe ; when 
on\hes church; wnd-hicalſs.unto-his. Father , make it 


John.17.20, 21, 22, 23. And 1:45 poſſible," that he. ( whom the Father heard 
always, JOhn 3. 42. ) ſhould not have this laſt moſt ſolemu prayer heard , and 


Saints enEngland;/e that among ft them di{anion foal grow even about Church- 


of Muitard-Jeed) toremove.a_ Monntzin: is it nat poſſible, for ſo much ſtrength) 
of faith, as # to bt foiendl in all the godly in the Kingdom, to remove thoſe [mages 


the free paſſage of brotherly love Brethren ?. Its true indeed, the Na- 


extirpation of the Antichriſtian Hierarchy, and mach more of all blaſphemies, 
Herefies, and dammable errowrs. Certainly, if congregational diſcipline be in- 
dependent from the inventions of. men, us it 6 wy. more Independent from the 
deluſions of Satan ?. What fellowſhip bath Chriſt with Belial > light with dark- 
neſe ? truth with errenr # The faithfull Jews needed not the help of the Sama- 
ritans, to re-edifie the Temple of God: yea, they rejefted their help when it was 
offered, Ezxa.4. 1,2, 3. And if the congregational way be a way of truth ( 25 
we believe) and if the Brethren that walk in it be zealous of the truth, and hate 
every falſe way ( as by the rule of their holy diſcipline they are inſtra#ed,2-John 


gageth the covenanters to abhoy either congregational churches, or their-way : 
ich being duly adminiſtred, do no leſs effeitually extirpate the Antichriſt ian 
Hierarchy, andall blafþhemies , Hereſies , and pernicious errours , than ather 


way of diſcipline doth, which is more generally and pablickly received and rati- 


_ But the Lord Peſo om commune with all our hearts in ſecret : and he who ts the 
King of bis Church, let hins be pleaſed to exerciſe his Kingly power in our (þi- 
rits, _ fo his Kingdoms may come into our churches in purity. and peace A- 
men , Amer, | | p. 
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CHAP. 


fore to continue one arid” th Fark u 
Jeſus Chriſt as a Kingdom. that cannot be Raklh , untill he'ſhall de- Exc$:43.8. 
ver it up unto God, even the Father, Sd thitir'1 isnot teftint the Kings 12. 
power, of men, officers, Churches, of atty ſtatein the world: to 
'or diminiſh, or alter any thing in the leaft Mice TN; noon 


to: order and decency, are not loleſt; eras metas Rating pre ſee 
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CHAPTER I. © 


of the Form of Charch-Government ; and that it ti : 
one, immutable. and preſcribed 7, Tn 
| Ward of Go 


L ; ' Churhh Goutrm 
RE Ccleſiaſtical Policy or, Church Government; or /Diſci. **#-43: "Sg 
Z pline is nothing elſe, but that Form and Order that is 425: 
i |<; -10 be obſerved in the Church of: Chriſt upon earth, 
29 2 both for the Conſtitution of it, andall the Adminiſtra- 
One = tions that therein are to be erformed. - 
B's © Church-Government i iS C coplidired 3 in, a double 'reſpe& ” of 
in.re inregrd of the parts, of Goverhm entth hemſet or tiece 4 pr at 

ances thereof.” *The parts of  hoekaitsh Pip nw RG Ih. ok 3.5.6. 

ra word, becauſe the Lord Jeſus Chriſt the King and Law giver of Ex0d.25.40. 
his Church, is noleſs faithfulf in the hooſear God than'was Afoſes; 2 Tim3.16. 
who from the Lord delivered a form- en of Government to 


the Children of Iſrael i in the old Teſtament.: And? rhe hgly Seri: 
rures are now alſo bo per rte&, as they areabte to {0 witke the man of 
pre *perfe& and throughly furniſhed unto &vety good work; "and ; Chron, 15. 
therefore doubtleſs to the well ordering of the houſe of God: *'*'*'- 13: Ex0. 20. 
3. The parts of Church-Govertiment are Fl of them exaQly 4: .1Tim6 13 
deſcribed in i the word of rig hd ee means of _ u16, Hebr. 


ted worſhip. according tothe ment”: at Firvager 3 


Roc VU of = Deut, 1 2.32. 


add, $1332,33> : 


ele 07h 1 Kngs 12. 


4: The, neceſſary circumſ}ances,as time 8: v.1.28,29. 
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-:dexding dbote it; till che Kingdevr he deſtroyed? didnot the Lord Feſus , when 
* br deducated hieſwfferingeior\ve church; nd bicalſs.unto-bis. Father , make it 
| bus darneſb andnely prayer fat ae infbienorid, that we all might be one in him? 
John.17-20, 21, 22, 23. And #t:45 poſſible," that he. ( whom the Father heard 
always, JON. i. 42.) rould not bave this laſt moſt ſolemu prayer heard , and 
- franted ?. or, ſbdll tt be gramttd fear\ull\ the Saints elſewhere , and nst for the 
Saints tn nd;/a that among ff them: di{wnion foall grow even about Church- 


| Math.qn0 99709, and Communion *- If it be poſſtble, for a little faith (fo muth as @ grain 


of Muftard-Jeea) toremove. a Monntain: 1s it nat poſſible, for ſo much ſtrength 
of faith, as 14 to be fornil in all the godly in the Kingdom, to remove thoſe Images 
of jealonfie; and to:ca5t theſe ſtumbling-blocks out of the way, which may hinder 
the free paſſage of brotherly love az Brethren ?. Tt u true indeed, the Nu- 
- tional covenant doth juſt ly entage buth parties, faithfully to:endeavour the utter 
extirpation of the Antichriſtian Hierarchy, and mach more of all blaſphemies, 
Herefies, and damnable errowrs. Certainly, if congregational ai/cipline be in- 
dependent from the inventions of. men, u it not much more Independent from the 
deluſions of Satan ?. What fellowſhip hath Chriſt with Belial > light with dark- 
neſe ? truth with erreur 5 The faithfull Jews needed not the help of the Sama- 
ritans, to re-edifie the Temple of God:: yea, they rejetted their help when it was 
. offered, Ezxa.4. 1,2, 3. And if the congregational way be a way of truth ( as 

. we believe) and if the Brethren that walk in it be zealous of the truth, and hate 
every falſe way ( as by the rule of their holy di/ciptine they are inſtra#ed,2-John 
- IO, IT.) thes verily, there 1s nobranch in the National Govenant , that en- 
eth the covenanters to abhoy either congregational churches, or their-way : 
which being duly adminiſtred, do no leſs fednall extirpate the Antichriſt ian 
Hierarchy, and-all blafphemies , Hereſies , and pernicious errours , than ather 


way of diſcipline doth, which zs more generally and pablickly received and rati- 


; But the Lord Yeſs oF commune with all our hearts in ſecret : and he whe ts the 
King of bis Church, let hins be pleaſed to exerciſe his Kingly power in our ſþi- 
. rits , that ſo his Kingdoms may come into our churches im purity.and peace A- 
men , Amen. | EDT us © 
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EE —L 242 Cclefiaſtical Policy, or, Church Government; 'or /Diſci- mu Ss 
h 1656 pline is nothing elſe,” þut that Form and Order that is | yep Es. 
to be obſerved in the Church of: Chriſt upon earth, 
> both for the Conſtitution of it, andall the Adminiſtra- 
 ——- tions that therein are to be erformed. 
_-.2, Church- -Government i is conſidered in, a double 'reſpe& either 
in.regard of the parts. of Governmene th themſelves, ;6 6r r6c+ hack: Ry | 
Jens 22: thereof.” *The | | pot of  brerninlte ate” Rey it eeb.3.5,6./ 


the word, becauſe the Lord (eſus © hoſe the Kin and epi, A of Exod 25. -40. 


the Children & Tieel in ms oy y 1a ent... NO apa Stri. 
tures ate now alſo To 
- fet and chroughly OY unto Every gb, Ie CK>ANG 1 -Ghror, 35. 
FheF ons loubtleſs fo the well ordering of che houſe of God. itt, 13: Ex0. 20. 

3, The parts of Church-Ghvertiment are a of them exactly 4.1Tim:6 13 


deſcribed in the word of od Being parts 0 Nan - inſti. *-26- Hebr. 
ted worſhip. according bike ROT cetiatidetty ie 2 g _ 
fore to continue one arid” the ſame, un bh appe Ts of r Ford nav; 32: -_4 
Tefus Chriſt as a Kin dom. that cannot be in , untill he'ſhall de- Exck-43.8. 
ver it up unto God, even the Father, yo thititi isnot left ir the Kings 12. 
power, of men, officers, Churches,” of atiy ſtatin the world.tt 20200, 593095. 
'ordimintſh, or alter any / thing | in the leaft tees ef DUES 2 

Wy * .The neceſſary circumf}ances, as time & lg bg 777 8 = 
to order and decency, are notfo left ks metas We pre pee 
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z | of the Form of Charch Government. 


iſe) 9-13. of them; they may thruſt. their own Inventions uport the Churches : 
cel 2-22:23- Being Circumſcribed in. the: word with many. General limitations ; 
Pons 1h —_ aredeerminedin eſpedt ofthe matter tobe neither wor. 
7 Co7.11. 23, ſhip itſelf, nor Circumſtances ſeparable from worſhip : in reſpe& of 
c.8.34 theirend they muſt be doneunto-edification:: in reſpect of the man- 
1 Cor. 14-26. ner, decently, and*in order, according. to the nature of the things 
1 {0r-14-40. themſelves, .and Civil, and Church cuſtom, doth not even nature it 
: pa ws "E ſelfe teach you? ca, they are inrfome ſort determined particularly, 
1 Cor, 14-12, namely that they be one in fach 4maniter; as all circumſtances con- 
19. 4&s 15. ſidered, is moſt expedient for edification : ſo, as if therebe no er- 
20, rour of man concerning their determination, the determining ofthem 
is to be accounted as if1t weredivine. 


| HINT 
of the nature ef the Catholick, Charchi in Gelerial, and in ſpecial, 
: of a particular viſi ible Church. 
yh. 1.22,23 7 Catholick Church, is the whole company of thoſe that ar are 
&-5. 25,26, ed, redeemed, and in time effeRuall { called from the 
* Hey. 12. . Hes Sf 6s and* Gath. unto a ſtate of Grace, and falvation in Jefus 


Bel TIT... oe ki church is either Triumphant, or Militant ; Triumphant, 
c pro £pb. 5 the; number of them. who are glorified in Heaven : Militant, the 
12,13, Numberof them who are conflicting with their enemies upon earth. 
2 Tim. 2.19. 3., This Miljtant Church is to be conſidered as Inviſible, and Vi- 
F237. 7 fble; Invifble, im; reſpeR of their relation wherein they ſtand to 
phoages peg Chriſt, asa body unto the head, being united unto him, by y the ſp irit 
£1 3-17* | of God, and faithin their hearts : Viſible, in reſpeR ofthe pro 

z Theſ.1.8. of their faith, i in their. perſons, and in ar Churches ; and ſo 
I/aj. 2-2. - | there y beackn wieds an univerſal viſible Church. © 

x Tim.6.12., {The rs of the Militant viſible Church, conſidered either 


— _. bg not. yet in church-order, or as walking according to the church. 
Matt.18.17.. order of the Goſpel : In order, and ſo beſides the ſpiritual union, 


x {or.$4312+ and communion, common to all believers, t injoy moreover 
'an union and communion Eccleſiaſtical; Politic : ſo we deny an 
+ univerſal viſible chur 
©"  3.. Theſtate ofthe embers of the Militant viſible church walking 
"in order, was cither beforethe law, Oeconomical, that is in families; 
or 


A ih a aw an oo 


.more 0 
members ofſuch particular churches arecommonly by the Holy Ghoſt xev. 21.15, 


ved, andthe. wicked themſelves hardned , and holpen forward 
damifation © ' The example of fach doeth endanger the fan@tivy-of _—_ 9% 


03 Www 


Corinth, Pergawm, and Thyatira. Az 


Of the nature of Church. WY Ye 
or under the law, National : or, ſincethe coming. of Chriſt, onel{ "#248 £ndlet 
congregational, ( The T Independent, we approve not ; ;) Ronde 9 6. 

"COf-44-23.. 


Therefore neither national, proyincial, nor claſlical.. . . _ Ws 4 

6. A Congregational-church, is by the inſtitution of Chriſt a. part , ebay _ 
of the Militant-viſible-church, conſiſting of a company of 'Saints by « cor. 12.27. 
calling, united into one body, by a holy covenant, for the publick £0. r9.5,5. 


-worſhip 'of God, andthe 'mutual edificatien-one of another; in the _ 29. I, 


Fellowthip of the Lord Jeſus. nt day - p fiat þ# pak 4 
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CHAP. IIL 
F 1 Co.1.2. 
Of the matter of viſible Church , beth in reſpet of F a bh 
| Duality and DQnantity. IS is 44 FOR 
dp: matter ofa viſible Church are Saizrs by calling. Rom. 15.14. 
2, By Saints, we underſtand. : ; y-" = 


x. Such, as have not onely attained the knowledge of the prin- 3,117.2 
ciples of Religion,andarefreeftrom groſs and open ſcandals, but alſo x9n.5. 17. 
do together with the profeſſion of their faith and Repentance, walk 1 cor-1. 2. 
in-blameleſs obedience to the word, ſo as that in charitable diſcretion « —_ I.2. 
they may be accounted Saints by calling, ( though perhaps ſome or ;.; :** 

f them -be unſound, and hypocrites inwardly : ) becauſe the _— 


called Saints and faithful brethren in Chriſt, and ſundry churches & 29-Exch. 
have been reproved for receiving, and ſuffering ſuch perſons to con- al 4 
tinue in fellowſhip amongſt them as have been offenſive and ſcan- - LE - 
dalous: the name of God alſo by this means is blaſphemed, and the g, :0. 412gg. 


holy things of God defiled and-prophaned, the hearts of godly grie- 2.1314. 
orward to ! © 11-27, 


others. A little Leaven leaveneth the whole lump. Gal.f. 9. EE 
2. Thechildren of ſuch, who are alſo holy. : [9 - da 
3. The members of churches though orderly conſtituted, may in 7er. 2-27. 
time degenerate, and grow corrupt and ſcandalous, which though !_ £97-5-19. 
rhey ought not to betolerated in-the church, yer their continuance ;* - ”n oy 
therein, through the defe& of the execution of diſcipline and*juſt.;.7, xe. 
cenſures, doth not immediately diſſolve the being ofthe church; as 2 14, 15. & 


appeares in the:church of 7/ael, and theichurches of Galatia, — 21.21, 
| The 
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Of the Matter of the Vikble Church. 


4. The matter of the Cliurchin reſped of it's qua»tiry ought not 
to be of greater number than- may oqunerily meet together conve- 
niently in one plaee:' nor ordinarily fewer, than may conveniently 
carry of! Church-w6rk. Henee when the holy Scripture maketh men- 
tion of - the Saints combined into a chureh eſtate, in a Town os City, 
where was but one Congregation, it uſually calleth thoſe Saints { rhe 
church | inthe ſingular fiumber, as the charch of the Theſſalonians the 
church of Smyrna, Philadelphia, and the like : But when it ſpeaketh 
of the Saints -in a Nation, Or:Province,. wherein there were ſundry 


= 


t 


2 Cor. 8.1. Congregations: It frequently and roy calleth them by the name 'of 


1 The). 2-14- chyrches in the plural number, as-the 


charches ] of Aſia, Galatia, 
Macedonia, and the like : which is further confirmed by what is 
written of ſundry of thoſe churches in particular, how they were A 
ſembled and met together,the whole church in one place,as the church 
at Zeruſalem, the church at Axtioch, the church at Corinth, and Cern- 
chrea, though it were more neer to Corinth, it being the port thereof, 
and anſwerable to a Yillage, yet being adiſtin& Congregation.from 
Corinth, it had a church of its own as well as Corinth had. 

- 5. Nor can'-it with reaſon be thought bur'that every church ap. 
pointed and ordained by Chriſt, had a miniſtrie ordained and ap- 
pointed for the fame : and yet plain it is, that there were no ordinary 
officers appointed by Chriſt for any other than Congregational 
churches : Elders _ appointed to feed, not all locks, but that 
particular flock of God over which the Holy Ghoſt had made them 
- overſeers,and that flock they muſt attend, even the whole flock : and 
one Congregation, being as much as any ordinary Elders can attend, 
therefore there is no greater Church then a Congregarier, which may 
ordinarily meet in one place. | 
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| CHAP. IV. | 


Of the Form of 4a Vifble Church , and 
of .Church Covenant. 

& Aints by calling, muſt have a Viſible-Political-Union amongſt 

Fehemſelves, or elſe they are not yeta particular church : as thoſe 
ſimilitudes hokd forth which the Scripture makes uſe of, to ſhew the 
nature of particular Churches : As a. Body, a building, or Houſe, 
4 Ha 
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Of the Form of a Viſible Church. 5 


Hands, Eyes, Feet, and other members muſt be united, or elſe, re- Ep) 2. 22. 
| maining ſeparate are not a _—_ Stones, Timber, though ſquared, ! ©97-12 15, 


hewn and polliſhed, are not an Houſe untitthey are compacted and '*>'7* 
united : ſo Saints or believers in judgment of charity, are not a 
church, unleſs 0rderly knit rogether. | 
2. Particular churches cannot be diſtinguiſhed one from another 
but by their formes : Epheſ7 is not Smyrar, and Pernamms Thyatira, Rev. I. 
but each one a diſtin ſociety of it ſe!t, having officers of their own, 
which had not thecharge of others : Virtues of their own, for which - 
others are not praiſed : Corruptions of their own, for which others 
are not blamed. | 
3. This Form 1s the Vifble Covenant, Agreement, or Conſent 7919-5. v. 
whereby they give up themſelves unto the Lord, to the obſerving of 5. Deab-29. 
the ordinances of Chriſt together inthe fame ſociety, which is uſually ; |? : 4 
called the Chxrch-Covenant ; For we ſee not otherwiſe how mem- TO 
bers can have Charch-power one over another mutually. | 
Thecomparing of each particular church unto a City, and untoa pb. 2.19, 
Spoxſe, ſeemeth to conclude not onely a Form, but that that Form 2 £7.11. 2. 
is by way of Covenant. | 
The Covenant, as it was that which made the Family of Abraban 3717-7. 
and children. of Iſrael to be a church and people unto God, ſo is it —_ ra 
that which now makes the ſeveral ſocieties of Gentil- believers to be = Rn 
churches in theſe days. | 
4. This Voluntary Agreement, Coyſent or Covenant for all theſe 
are here taken for the ſame :') Although the more expreſs and plain 
it is, the more fully it puts us in minde of our mutual duty, & ſtirreth 
usupto it, and leaveth leſs room for the queſtioning of che Truth of 


the Charch-eſtate of a Company of profeſſors, and the truth of mem- 


berſhip of particular perſons: yet we conceive, the ſubſtance of it is 
kept, where'there is a real agreement and conſent, ofa company of 
faithful perſons to meet conſtantly together in one Congregation, _ I9.5, to 
for the publitk worſhip of God, and their mucual edification : which 7h gy 2 
real agreement and conſent they do expreſs by their conſtant praftiſe 79 24. Plat. 3 
in coming together -for the. publick worſhip of God, and by their 50.5.%eh.g. 
religious ſubjection unto the ordinances 9f God chere : the rather, 39.c-10. 
if we do conſider how Scripture Covenants have been entred into, 7 C%17- 
not onely expreſly by word. of mouth, but by {acrifice; by hand #7: 

| 3 writing, 


_ 


6 Of the Form of a Viſible Church. 


writing, and ſeal ; and alſo ſometimes by ſilent conſent, without any 

writing, or expreſſion of words at all. | 

5. This form then being by mutual Covenant, it followeth, it is 

not faith in the heart, nor the profeſſion of that faith, nor cohabita- 

tion, nor Baptiſme ; 1. Not faith in the heart? becauſe that is in- 

vifible; 2. Not a bare profeſſion ; becauſe that declareth them no 

moreto be members of one church than of another : 3. Not Coha- 

bitation ; Arthiefts or Infidels may dwell together with believers : 

4. Not Baptiſme; becauſe ir —_ a church eſtate, as Circum- 

cifion in the old Teſtament, which gave no being unto the church 

the church being before ir, and in the wilderneſs without it : Seals 
preſuppoſe a Covenant already in being, one perſon is a compleat' 

ſubje&of Baptiſme: but one __ is uncapable of being a church. 
AR.2.47-& 6, All believers ought, as God giveth them opportunity thereun- 
4 nog 3 to, to endeavour to join themſelves unto a particular church and that 
2 29. 15,20. i reſpe& of the honour of Jeſus Chriſt, in his example, and Inftitu- 
Pſal. 133.2, tion, by the profeſſed acknowledgment of, and fubjection unto the 
3-& 87-7. order and ordinances ofthe Goſpel: as alſo inreſpect of their good 
Matt.18-2c. (Fc. ommunion founded upon their viſibleunion,and contained in the 
lope promiſes of Chriſts ſpecial preſence in the church : whence they have 
P/«.119. {af fellowſhip with bim, and in him one_with another: Alſo for the 
1 Pet.2.25. keeping of themin the way of Gods commandements, and recover- 
Eph.4.16. ing of themin caſe of wandring, ( which all Chriſts ſheep are ſubje& 
om 22.24, tg jn this life, )-being unable to return of themſelves ; together with 
_— = ' the benefit of their mutual edification, and of their poſterity, that 
2*'* they may not becut off fromthe priviledges ofthe covenant: other- 
wiſe, if a believer offends, he remains diſtitute of the remedy pro- 
vided in that behalf ; and ſhould all believers negle& this | of 

joining to all particular congregations: it might follow thereupon, 

that Chriſt ſhould have no viſible political churches -upon-earth. 
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| CHAP.' V. 
a. be fiſt (ubjeft of Chnrch"Þ 2» whity Churehs 
Kev-3.7-. Of the firft [ubject © rcb=Fower or, fo whim Ghurc 
px 1 0P , f | ha ; Power doth firſt beloyg. © * = . 


23: Icor.14. "JHe firſt ſubje& of church-power; is either Sypream, or Subordi- 
32- Tit-1.5. | ate, and Miniſterial : the Supream (by way of gift from the 
1 Cor. $,1I2: father ) 


Of the firſt ſabjeft of Chaurch-Power. 7 


father ) is the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : the Xinifterial, is either axtravr- 
dinary; as the Apoſtles, Prophets, and Evangeliſts : or Ordinary ; 
as every particular Congregational church. 

2. Ordinary church-power, is either the power of office, that is, 
ſuch as is proper to the Elderſhip: or, power of priviledge, ſuch as 
belongs unto the brotherhood : the latter, is in the brethren for- x». 12.4,8. 
mally, and immediately from Chriſt, that is, ſo as it may according to 4s 1.23. c. 
order be ated or excerciſed immediately by themſelves : the former, 5-34- <-14 , 
is not in them formally or immediately, and therefore cannot be aQ- 73 159-1> 
ed or excerciſed immediately by them, bur is ſaid to bein them, in ***** 
that they deſign the perſons unto office, who onely are to a, or to 


excerciſe this power. 
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CHAP. VI. 
Of the Officers of the Church, and efþecially of Paſtors and T eachers. 
Church being a company of people combined together by 
A Covenant for the worſhip of God, it appeareth thereby, that 
there may bethe eſſence, and being ot a church without any officers, 
ſeeing there is both the form and matter of a church,which is implyed, 
when it is ſaid, the we neva ordained Elders in every church. 
' 2. Nevertheleſs, though officers be not abſolutely neceſſary, to the Fom. 10.17. 
ſimple being of churches, when they be called : yet ordinarily to er-3-15. 
their calling they are, and to their well being : and therefore the Lord 7,0”: po 89. 
Jeſus out of his tender compaſſion hath appointed, and ordained offi- P/r.6, 19. 
cers which he. would not havedone, if they had not been uſeful and jy. 4.8,17. 
needful for the church ; yea, being aſcended into heaven, he received £4.4-12,13. 
gifts for men, and gavegiftsto men, whereof officers for the church 
are juſtly accounted no ſmall parts ; they being to continue to the x cor.1 2.28. 
end of the world, and for the perfecting ofallthe Saints. Eph. 4.11. 
3. Theſe Officers were either extraordinary, or ordinary, extra- _ _ A.8. 
ordinary as Apoſtles, Prophets, Evangelifts : ordinary as Elders, and | "ig _ 
Deacons. Fe Rom, 11.7,8. 
The Apoſtles, Prophets, and Evangeliſts, as they were called ex- 
bars wan gs Chriſt, ſorheir Office ended with themſelves whence j, cor.4.9. ; 
itis, that Paw/direting Timothy how to carry along Church-Admi- | 
niſtrations,giveth no direRion about __ choiſe or courſe of Apoſtles 
4 res 
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88 Of the Officers of the Church. 


iTim.3 1,2. Prophets , or Evangeliſt, but onely of Elders, and Deacons ; and 
: x »f0 13. when Pax! was to take his laſt leave of the church of Epheſus be com- 
A __ 15, mitted thecare of feeding the church to no other, but unto the Elders 
28. 1 P:4.5, Of that church ; The like charge doth Petey commit to Elders. 

1,23. 4. Of Zlders ( who are allo in Scripture called B:/5ops) Some at- 
1 T:9.3-2. tend chiefly to the miniftry ofthe woud , as the Paſtors and Teachers. 


_ nem ,, Others, attend-eſpecially unto Rye, who are therefore called Rxling 


28, 1Tim.s. Elaers. © © : 2 
17, IT 5. The office of Paſtor and Teacher, appears to be diſtin& : 


Eph.4.11. The Paſtors ſpecial work is, to attend to exhortation : and therein to 
Rom. 12-78. adminitter a word of -Wi/dow : The Teacher is to attend to Dofrine, 
1 C0r.12.%* andtherein to adminiſter a word of Knowledg : andeither of them 
2Tir.4.1,2. © adminiſter. the Seals of that Coyenant , unto the diſpenſation 
Tit.19., Whereof they: are alike called : as alſo to executethe Cerſyres, being 
but a kinde of application of the word, the preaching of which, to- 
gether with the application thereofchey are alike charged withall, 
£2-41>"2 Chriſt for the perfeRing of the Saints, and edifying of his body, 
which Saints, and body of Chriſt is his church ; Therefore we ac- 
count Paſtors and Teachers to be both of them church-officers; and 
not the Paſtor for the church; and the Teacher onely for the Schools, 
s OD Though this we gladly acknowledg, that Schee/s, are both lawfull, 
Kine 2 3. profitable, and neceſſary for the trayning up of ſuch in good Litera- 
v.15. tare, or learning, as may- afterwards be called forthunto office bf 
Paſtor or Teacher in the church, 
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2 © - 4h. HEREIN, 


| Of Ruling Elders aud Deacons. b; 
was 12.768, "THe Ruting Elders Office is diſtin from the office of- Paſtor 
9.1Tim.5.17 and Teacher. The Raling Elders arenot ſocalled toexclude 
1 C0r.12.28, the Paſtors and Teachers from Ruling, becauſe Ruling and Governing 
H-13-17- 35 common. to theſe with the other  whexeas attending to-teachand 
_ preach the word is peculiar unto the former. - ++, j1,1 +,,v + 3 


1 Tim.$-17. * > The Ruling Elders workis to joyn with the Paſtor and Tearher 
in thoſe acts of ſpiritual Rw/e,- which 


6. And for as much as both Paſtors and Teachers are given by 


Of Ruling Elders & Deacons. . FOES: 


which afe diſtin from the miniſtry ofthe word &, Saqraments eom- 2 Chv.23,19. 


mitted ro.them,of which ſort, theſe be,as followeth.. 1- To open aud {2-21-12 
Pur the doors of Gods houſe, by the Adwiſſion ofmembers approyed 7, 47: 
by the church : by 0r45»arion of officers choſen by the church : and > coy. as '8 4 
by excommunication Of noterious and obſtinate ada xenounced 44.2.6. ; 
by the church : and by reſtoring of penitents, forgiven by the church. 


11 Tocallthe church together when there is occafion,& ſeaſonably 4#s 21.18, 


to diſmiſs them again. 111 To prepare matters in private, that in 23223- 
publick they may be carriedan end with leſs trouble,and more ſpee- 
dy diſpatch. 1v To moderate the carriage of all matters in the 
church aſſembled: as, to propourd matters to the church , to Order 47 6.2,3.c. 
the ſeaſon of ſpeech and filence; and to pronownce ſentence according 13-v.15. 
to the minde of Chriſt, with the conſent of the church. y To be 2? £97-8-10- 
Gwides & leaders to the church, in all matters whatſoever, partain- wy Sha 
ing to church adminiſtrations & ations. v.1 To ſee that none in the ;, bp _ 
church live inordinately ont: of rank and. place ; wirhout a calling,or - 
idlely in their calling. v1 1 - T0 prevent & heal ſuch offences in life, 4s 20. 28, 
or in doarinezas might corrupt the church, v 1 1 1 To feed the flock m_ 
of God with a word of admonition. 1x And asthey ſhall be ſent 5,1175-1* 
for, to viſt, and to pray over their ſick brethren. x And at other {445 20.20. 
times as opportunity ſhall ſerve thereunto. = 
- .3- The officeof a Deacon is inſtituted; in the church by the Lord 44-5-3-v-6. 
Jeſus : ſometime they arecalled Helps, *' od = CY 
The Scripture telleth us,. how they ſhould be qualified : Grave, joenes 99 
»ot double tongued, not given to much.wine, not given to filthy lucre: 1 Tim.3.8,9. 
they muſt firſt be proved and then uſethe office of a Deacon, being 
found: Blameleſs. 4 war 01 be Ent INT. 
The office and work of the Deacons isto receive the offrings of 4s 4-35. 
the church; gifts given tothe church, and to.keep the treaſury of the £233? 
«hurch: and therewith to ſerve the 7 ables which the church is to pro- © 
vide for : as the Lords T able, the table of the 5niters, and of ſuch Rom-12-8. 
asare in. zeceſſity, to whom they are to diſtribute in ſimplicity. 
- 4. 'The office therefore being limited unto the care of the tempo- ! ©9-7-77*+ 
ral good things of the church, jr.extends not unto theattendance 
ypon, and adminiſtration of the Spiritual things thereof , as the 
Word, and Sacraments, or the like. .. ,. IE 
5. The ordinance of the Apoſtle, and practice ofthe church,com- 


- 


I Cor. 1. 6,r, 


a.endsthe. Lords dey as a fit timefor the contribtions.of the Saigts. , . 
| | SS 6. The * 


I Tim.4-14. 
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Of Ruling Elders and Deacons. 

6. The Inſtituting of all theſe officers in the Church, is the work 
of God himſelf ; of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; of the Holy Ghoſt. 
And therefore ſuch officers as he hath not appointed, are alcogether 
unlawfull either to be placed in the church,or to be retained therein, 
and are to be looked at as humane creatures, meer Inventions and 
appointments of man, to the great diſhonour of Chriſt Jeſus, the 
Lord of his houſe, the King of his church,whether Popes, Patriarkes, 
Cardinals, Arch-Biſheps , Lord-Biſhops, Arch-Deacons , Officials 
Commiſſaries, and the like. Theſe and the reſt of that Hierarchy and ; 
Rerinue, not being plants of the Lords planting, ſhall all be certainly 
rooted out, and caſt forth. 

7. The Lord hath appointed axcient widdeows, ( where.they may 
be had ) to miniſter in the church, in giving attendanceto the ſick, 
and to give ſuccour unto them, and others, in the like neceſſities. 
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T "CRAFT 
Of the Eleftion of Church-Officers. 


O man may take the honour of a Church-Officer unto himſelf, 
but he that was ca/ted 'of God, as was Aaron. 
2. Calling unto office, iseither Immediate, by Chriſt himſelf: fuch 


Afts 14. 23- was the call of the Apoſtles,and Prophets; this manner of calling end- 


| Cap. 6. 3. 


i-T1m.5.22. 
£ap.710, 
Alas 16.2. 
CAp 643, 


Aft. 14-23. 


Co1-2Z- C6 
3,4,9-. 


Cab$.13. 


ed with them, as hath been ſaid : or Medzate, by the church, 

3.. It is meet, that before any be ordained orchoſen officers, they 
ſhould firſt be 7ryed and proved; becauſe hands are not ſuddenly 
to be laid upon any, and both Z /ders and Deacons muſt be of Honeſt 
and good report.. £ EIT 

4. The thingsin reſpe& of which they are to be 7yed, are thoſe 
gifts and virtwes which the Scripture requireth in men, thatare to be 
elected into ſuch: places , viz, that E/ders muſt be bJameleſs, ſober, 
apt to teach, and endued with ſuch other qualifications as are laid 

own, 1.T:m. 3.and 2 Tt. 1.6. to 9. Deacoxs to. be fitted, as is 
directed; A#46.3. 1.7m. 3.8.to 11. - | 

5- Officers: areto be called by [ach Churches, whereunto they are 
to-miniſter,. Of ſuch moment is the preſervation ofthis power : That 
the churches excerciſed it in the preſence of the Apoſtles. 

-  6,' A Church being free cannot become /#bjef# to any, but by a 
| ee 


Of the Eleftion of Church-Officers. _ 


free eleQion; Yet when ſuch a people do chuſe any to be over them Her. r3.17. 


in the Lord, then do they become ſubjeR, and moſt willingly ſfubmir 
to their miniſtry in the Lord, whom they have ſo choſen>- Cy 


7. And if the church have power to chuſe their officers and mi- 79” 16.17. 


niſters, then in caſe of manifeſt unworthineſs , and delinquency the 
have poweralſo to depoſe them. For to open, and ſhut; to chuſe 
and refuſe; to conſtitute in office, and remove from office; are a&ts 
belonging.unto the ſame power. : 

8. Wee judge it much conducing to the wel-being, and communi- caxr.8.8,9. 
on of churches, that where it may conveniently be done, xeighbour- 
churches be adviſed withall, and their help made uſe of in the trial of 
church-officers, in order to their choile. 

9. The choi/e of ſuch Church-officers belongeth not to the civil 
magiſtrates, as ſuch, or Dioceſan-Biſhops, or Patrones : for of theſe 
w_ ſuch like, the Scripture is wholly ſilent, as having any power 
therein. | 
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| CRAT 13s. - | 


Of Ordination, and Impoſition of hands, 
Huarch-Officers are not onely to be choſen by the Church, but 4#s 13.3. 
alſo to be ordained by Impoſition of hands, and prayer. With © 14-23. 
which at the ordination of Elders, faſting alſo is to be joyned. 

2. This ordination we account nothing elſe, but the ſolemn put- Numb.8.10, 
ting of a man into his place and office in the Church whereunto he 4#:s 6.5,5. 
had right before by ele&tion, being like the inſtalling of a magiſtrate *-13-2,3- 
in the Common-Wealth. 

Ordination therefore is not to go before, but to follow eleion. 47s. 6.5,6. 
The eſſence and ſubſtance of the outward calling of an ordinary offi- c.14-23. 
cer in the Church, doth rot conſiſt in his ordination, bur in his vo- | 
. luntary and freeeleftion by the Church, and in his accepting of that 

eletion. Whereupon is founded the relation between Paſtor and 
flock, between ſuch a miniſter, and ſuch a people. 3 

Ordination doth nor conſtitute an officer, nor give himthe eſſen- 
tials of his office. The Apoſtles were Elders, without Impoſition of 
hands by men : Paul and Barnabas were officers, before that Impo- 


fition ofhands. A&#s.13. 3. The poſterity of Lev: were Prieſts, and 
| | B 2 Levits, 


1 Tim 5.22. 


£ 
I” : — — ſs , 
ET 8 pr ors lene nh 2 - whe ma - —_ 
þ pm CE EE GE Re eat Rees AA. "ARS 


'T2 «_ of Ordination ,&c. And Church Powey. 


I Levits, before hands were laid 'on them by the Children of Iſrael. 
1 Tim.4- 14:  '3. In fuch Charches where there are Elders, Impoſition of hands 
Ads 13-3- . in ordination is to be performed by thoſe Elders. 


x Tim-5-22.  1n fuch Churches where there are no Elders, Impeſition of 


Numb.8.10. hands may be performed by ſome of the Brethren orderly choſen by 
the church thereunto.For ifthe people may ele& officers which is the 
preater, and wherein rheſubſtance of the Office conſiſts, they may 
much more ( occaſion 8 need ſo requiring) impoſe hands in ordina- 
tion, which is the leſs, and but the accompliſhment of the other. 

5. Nevertheleſs in ſuch Churches where there are no Elders, and 
the Church ſo defire, we ſeenot why I»poſition of hands may not be 
performed by the Elders of other Churches. Ordinary officers laid 
hands upon the officers of meny Churches : The presbytery at Zphe- 

1 Tir.4-14. ſx laid handsupon Timothy an Evangeliſt. The presbytery at 4»- 

AGES 13-3. tioch laid hands upon Paul and Barnabas. 

1 Pet.5.2. 6. Church Officers, are officers to one church,even that particular, 

Afs 20. 28. gyer which the Holy Ghoſt hath made them overſeers. Infomuch as 
Elders are commanded to feed, not all Aocks, but that flock which is 
commited to their faith and truſt, and dependeth upon them. Nor 
can conſtant reſidence at the congregation, be neceſſary for a mi-» 
niſter, no nor yet lawfull if he be not a miniſter to one congregation 

Aiis 20. 28. onely, but to the church univerſal :' becauſe he may not attend ohe 
part onely ofthe church, whereto he is a miniſter, bur he is called to 
attend unto all the flock. 

6. He-thart is clearly looſed from his office-relation unto that 
church whereof he was a miniſter, cannot be looked at as an officer, 
nor perform any a& of Office in any other-church, unleſs he be again 
orderly called unto Office : which when it ſhall be, we know nothing 

to binder, but Impeſition of hands alſo in his Ordination ought to be 
uſed towards him again. For ſo Pax/the Apoſtle received Impoſition 
of hands twice at leaſt, from Ananias. Ats.9.17.8 Afs.13.3. 


THHIHLECTOFERIRSESRROROER EEO RRE ORE 44S 
Of the Power of the C javeb, a its Preſyytery. : 


Pſat. 1 CVercan and Lordly power over all the Churches upon earth,doth 
Epb.1.21,22 AJ onely belong unto Jeſus Chriſt,who is the King of the church 8&& 


1ſay 9.6:  thehead therof.He hath the Government upon his ſhoulders,& hath 
all power given to him, both in heaven & earth. 2.* A 


AMatt.28.18. 


Of the Power of the Charch. | 13 


2. A Company of profeſſed believers Eccleſiaſtically Confederat, 15; r.2;. 
as they are a church before they have officers, & without them ; ſo e-:. 14.23. 
ven in that eſtate, ſubordinate Church-power under Chriſt deligated <6. 3-4- 
to them by him, doth belong to them, in ſuch a manner as is before 91-13-17. 


expreſſed. C.5.52. & as flowing from the very nature & Eſſence of a 
church : It being natural to all bodies,8 ſo unto a church body, to be 
furniſhed with ſufficient power, for its own preſervation & ſubſiſtace. 

3. This Government ofthe church, is a mixt Government ( and fo 
hath been acknowledged long before the term of Independency was 
heard of:) In reſpect of Chrift, the head & the King of the church,8& 
the Sovereign power reſiding in him.& exerciſed by him,jt is a AZo- ,,,_ 
»archy: In reſpect of the body,or Brotherhood of the church,& power , Ao mn 
from Chriſt graunted unto them,it reſembles a Democracy: In reſpeR i Tim.s.1. 
of the Preſbytery and power commited to them, it isan Ariſtocracy. 

4. The Sovereign power which is peculiar unto Chriſt, is exerci- 64.1.4. 
ſed. 1 In calling the church out of the world unto holy fellowſhip ©**+5-%, 9- 


pointing his miniſters arid officers for the diſpenſing of them. 111 7:».4. 12: 
In giving laws for the ordering of all our ways,and the ways of his Iſay 33.22. 


houſe. 1v In giving power and life to all his Inſtitutions, and to 1 Tim. 3 15. 
2C07.10.4,5. 


his people by them. v In proteRing and delivering his church a- 
oainſ $-ay foo all the wiomin of Ss , 2 os . 
.  $. The power graunted by Chriſtunto the body of the church & 
Brotherhood, is a prerogative or priviledge which the church doth 
exerciſe. 1 In Chooſing their own officers, whether Elders, or Dea- 
cons. 11 In admiſſion of their own members and therefore,there is |. - 
great reaſon they ſhould have power to Remove any from their fel- - _ cx 
lowſhip again. Hence in caſe of offence any one brother hath power ; g.25. 


to convince & admoniſh an offending brother: & in caſe ofnot hear- 1227.18.15. 


ing him;to take one or two more to ſet on the Admonition,& in caſe ' 5.17. 
of notgearing them, to proceed to tell the church : and as his offence _ 


may require the whole church hah power to proceed to the publick 1 1G 
Cenfure of him, whether by Admerition,or E xcommunication:-& uP- 2 cor.2.,8. 


on his repentance to reſtore him again unto his former communion. 
6. In caſe an Elder offend incorrigibly the matter ſorequiring, as co.4.17. 


the church had power to call him to office, ſo they have power ac- A2#. 15.17. 


cording to order(the counſel of other churches where it may be had, 


direcing thereto to remove him from his office:and being now bur a 
3. member, 


I C07. 5. 4,5. 


with himſelf. x x In inſtituting the ordinances of his worſhip,and ap- pry _ mw 


I4. > Of the Power of the Church. 


Matt 18.17. member, in caſe he add contumacy to his ſin, the church that had 
power to receive him into their fellowſhip, hath alſo the ſame power 
to caſt him out, that they have concerning any other member. 

1 Tim.5.179. 7. Church-government, or Rule, isplaced by Chriſt in the officers 

Heb. 13.17. of the church, who are therefore called Rz/ers, while they rule with 

1 T»/-5.12: God: yetin caſe of mal-adminiſtration, they are ſubje& to the pow- 

7om.12.%, er of the church,according as hath been ſaid before. The Holy Ghoſt 

1 Ten.5.17. frequently, yea always, where it mentioneth Church-Rule, and 

1 ©0-12-25) church-government, alcribeth it to Elders : whereas the work and 

8 ot '* duty of the people is expreſſed in the phraſe of obeying their Elders; 
& ſubmitting themſelves unto them in the Lord : ſo as it is manifeſt, 
that an organick or compleat church is a body politick, conſiſting 
of ſome that are Governors, & ſome that are governed, in the Lord. 

Afis20. 28, 8, The power which Chriit hath committed 'to the Elders is to 

£.6.9%  feedandrulethechurchof God, and accordingly to call the church 

uIrY 46 10, £ogetber upon any weighty occaſion, when the members ſo called, 
As 13.15, Without juſt cauſe, may not refuſe to come: nor when they are come, 
Heoſh.z.4. depart before .they are diſmiſſed : nor ſpeak in the church, before 
they have leave from the Elders : nor continue ſo _ when they 
require ſilence, nor may they- oppoſe nor contradi& the judgment 
or ſextence ofthe Elders, without ſufficient and weighty cauſe, becauſe 
ſuch practices are manifeſtly contrary unto order, and government, 
and in-lets of diſturbance, and tend to confuſion. | 

Rev.2.2. * 9. It belongs alſo unto the Elders to examine any officers, or 

1 T:m5. 19. members, before they be received of thechurch : to receive the ac- 

As 21.15, ations brought to the Church,8& to prepare them for the churches 


i: +1rog 45. _— | In handling of offences and other matters before the 
Num. 6.23, Church they have power to declare and publiſh rhe Counſel and will 


& 26. of God touching the ſame, -and to pronounce ſentence with conſenc 
of the Church : Laſtly they have power, when they diſmiſs the 

people to bleſs them in che name of the Lord. * 
4s 14.15. 10. This power of Government in the Elders, doth not any wiſe 
v 23.C.6.2. prejudice the power of priviledg in the brotherhood - as neither the 
1 Cor. 5. 4. {power of priviledg in 'the brethren, doth prejudice the power of 
1 Cor. 2.6,7-jSovernment in the Elders ; but they may ſweetly agree together. 
[As wee may ſee in the example of the Apoſtles furniſhed with the 
greateſt church-power, who took in the concurrence and conſent of 


( the brethren in church-adminiſtrations. 


Alſo 


Of the maintenance of Charch-Officers. 


Alſo that Scripture, 2-Cor.2.9. and chap. 10.6. do declare, that what Heb 

» . C / . I 3. I 7 = 
the churches were to a& and do in theſe matters, they were to doin 
a _y of obedience, and that not onely to the diretion of the Apo- 


ſtles, bur alſo of their ordinary Elders. 

11. From the premiſes', namely, that the ordinary power of 
Government belonging onely to the Elders, power of priviledgre- 
maineth with the brotherhood, ( as power of judgment in matters of 
| cenſure; and power of liberty, in matters ot liberty : ) It followeth, 
that in an organick Church, & right adminiſtration; all church aRs, 
proceed after the manner of a mixt adminiſtration, ſo as no church 
a& can beconſummarted, or perfeted without the conſent of both. 
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| CHAP. XI. 


Of the maintenance of Church-Officers. 


15 


F3 Apoſtle concludes, that neceſſary and ſufficient maintinance ; cyr.9.9.v, 
is due unto the miniſters of the word : from the law of nature 15. Matt.g. 
and nations, from the law of Moſes, the equity thereof, as alſothe 38: * 10-10. 


rule of cemmon reaſon. Moreover the Scripture doth not onely cal 


j! Tm.5.18. 


Elders labourers, and workmen, bur alſo ſpeaking of them doth ſay, 61.6.6. 


that the labourer is worthy of his'hire : and requires that he which is 


taught in the word, ſhould communicate to him, in all good things; mk V.Yj. 
1 Tan.5.18. 


and mentions it as an ordinance of the Lord, that they which preach” 
the Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel ; and forbiddeth the muzling of 
the mouth of the ox, thar treadeth out thecorn. 

2. -The Scriptures alledged requiring this maintenance as a boun- 
den duty, and dxe debr, and not as a matter of almes, and free gift 
therefore people are not at liberty to do or not to do,what and when 


they pleaſe in this matter, no more than in any other commanded 
FRom.15. 2% 


duty,& ordinance of the Lord: but ought of duty,to miniſter of their 


Carwal things to them, that labour amongſt them in the word and 1 cor.g:; x. 


doQrine, as well as they ought to pay any other workmen' their 
wapes, or to diſcharge and ſatisfie their other debts, or to ſubmit 
themſelves to obſerve any other ordinance of the Lord. 


3. The Apoſtle, Gal. 6. 6. injoyningthat he which is taught com- ,,,, ; - 


municate to him that teacheth i» all good things : doth not leave 
| it arbitrary, what or how much a man ſha!l give, or in what pro- 
| = 4” | portion, 


crane erm wee 


ot 0 ag po TA. . _ 
ror erode 


HT OR: , - TY > 
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16 * Of Maintenance, &c. Of Admiſſion of Members. 


1 {er.16.2. Portion, buteyen the later, as well as the former, is preſcribed and 
appointed by the Lord. —- | 

4. Not onely members of Churches, but al :hat are tawght ix the 
word, are tO contribute unto him that teacheth, in all good things. 
Ga/21.6-5. Jn cafe that Congregations aredefeRtive in their contributions, the 
4.6.3.4, Deacons areto call upon-them to.do their duty : iftheir call ſuffiſerh 
not, the church by her power is to require it of cheir members, and 
where church-power through the corruption of mem, doth not, or 
cannot attain the end,the Magiſtrate is to ſee miniſtry be duely pro- 
Neh.13.11. Yided for, as appears from the commended example of Nehemiah. 
The Magiſtrates are nurſing fathers, and nurſing mothers,and ſtand 
Iſay 49-23- charged with the cuſtody of both Tables ; becaule it is better to pre. 
- 8... Venta ſcandal, that it may not come, and eaſier alſo, than to-remove - 
: oy *15* jt when it is given. Its moſt ſuitable 'ro Rule, that by che churches 
care, each man ſhould know his proportion according to Rule, what 
he ſhould do, before he do it, that fo his judgment and heart may be 
fatisfied in what he doth, and juſt offence prevented in what is done. 
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CHAPF XL 


Of Admiſſionof members inte the Charch. 


5 Spe doors of the Churches of Chriſt upon earth, do not by Gods 
2 Ghron.23. appointment ſtand ſo wide open, that all ſorts of people-good 


! &* 1 
- 


| 39. Mat-l31gr bad, may freely enter therein-at their pleaſure ; bur fuch as are ad- 


25.03 22.1 . 1 
5& 22-127 mitted therero,as members ought to be examinedand tryed firſt;whe. 


ther they be firand meet to be received into church-ſociety, or nor. 

Afts.8.37. |TheEunuch of Xrhiopia, before his admiſſion was examined by Phi. 

—_— _— Fo. p,whether he did believe on Jeſus Chriſt with all his heart;theAngel 

52% | of the church at Epheſus is commended, for trying ſuch as ſaid they 
were Apoſtles and were not. There is like reaſon for trying of 

them that profeſs themſelves to be believers. 0 

The. officers are charged with the keeping - of the doors of the 

Rev.21-12- | Church, and therefore are in aſpecial manner to maketryall ofthe 

*Cvr- 23-199Gtneſs of ſuch whoenter. Twelve Angels are ſet atthe gates of the 

Temple,leſt ſuch as were Ceremonially x»c/ean ſhould enter therinto. 

A&. 2.38.0 2- Thethings whichrare requiſite to be found in all church mem- 

41.c.8.37. bers, are, Repentance from ſin, and faithin-Jeſus Chriſt. _ , 'N 


And 


Of Admiſſion of Members intd the Charch: 17 


And therefore theſe are the things whereof men areto be examined, 
ac their admiſſion intothe Church, and which then they muſt profeſs 
and hold forth in ſuch ſort , as may fatisfie rational charitie,, tiiat the 
things arethere indeed , 7oh Baptiſt admitted men to Baptiſm, con- 222th.3.5. 
feſſing and bewayling their ſins: and of other it is ſaid , that they 4&* 19-8. 
came, and confeſſed, and ſhewed their deeds. 7c 
3. The weakeſt meaſure of faith is to be accepted in thoſe that 
deſire to be admitted into the church : becauſe weak Chriſtians if xo. 14.2. 
ſmucere,have the /abſtance of that faith,repentance and holineſs which 
is required in Church-members:and ſuch have moſt need of the Ordi- 
nances for their confirmation and growth in--grace. 'The Lord Jefus 41th-12.26 
would not quench the ſmoaking flax, nor break the bruiſed reed, 1/4; 40! 11. 
but gather the tender lambs in their arms , and carry them gently in 
his boſome. Such charity and tendernefs is to be uſed, -as the weakeſt 
Chriſtian if ſincere, may not be excluded, nor diſcouraged. Severitic 
of examination isto be avoided. - | | | | 
4. Incaſe any through exceffive fear, or other infirmity,he unable 
to make their perſonal »elatio of their ſpiritual eſtate'in_ publick, 
it is ſufficient that the Elders having received private fatisfaRtion, 
make relation thereof in publick hefore the Church , they teſtifying 
their aſſentsthereunto ; this being the way that tendeth moſt to edifi- 
_ cation. But whereas perſons are of better ab/iries, there iris moſt ex- 
pedient, that they make their 7e/atjons, and na perſonally with ?/«/.55. 16.18. 
their own mouth, as David profeſfeth of himſelf. -. | 
5. A perſonal and publick confeſſion, and declaring of Gods man- 
ner of working upon the ſoul , is both lawfull , expedient, and uſe- 
full,in ſundry reſpe&s , and upon ſynod: grounds. "Thoſe chree chou.. 
ſands.,'A#s 237,45 Before ey Tor admitted by the Apoſtles, 
did'manifeſtthat they” were prikeÞtti theirhearts at. Perers Sermon, 
together with earneſt .deſite to be delivered from their fins, which 
now wotinded their 'conſciences , and their ready receiving of the 
word of promiſe and exhortatjon. - We are-to be ready;to fender a 
reaſ0n'ot the hopettfat'isin us,to.evety onethat asketh us : therefore ; per.3.15. 
we'muſt be able atr& ready upon any occafion-to declare and ſhew 
our -repentance for fin, faith uufeigned ; ani effetaal calling , becauſe 8eb.11.1. 
theſe are the reaſons of a well grounded hope. I bave not hidden thy Epbe/-1-18. 
righteouſneſs from the great congregation , P/a/.40.10. 
6: This profeſſion of faith and repentance, as it muſt be made by ; 
ſuch at their ado, that were never in Church-ſocjery before : ſo 
To C noching 


«Matt. 3.5,6. 
Galat- 2.4. 
1735-24. 


Eant.8.8. 


Matth.97.6. 
1 C&, 11.27. 


by Of Admiſſion of members into the Charch. 


nothing hindreth , but the ſame way alſo be performed by ſuch as 
have formerly been members of ſome other church , and the church 
to which they now joyn themſelvesgs members, may lawfully require 
the ſame. Thoſe three thouſand, 4Z#s.2/which made their &nfeſhon, 
were members of the church of the Jews before , ſo were they thac 
were baptiſed by 70h». Charches may err in their admiſſion : and 
perſons regularly admitted may fall into offence. Otherwiſe, if 
Churches might obtrude their members, or if church-members might 
obtrude themſelves upon other churches, without due tryall, the mat- 
ter ſo requiring, both the libertie of churches would hereby be in- 
fringed, in that they might not examine thoſe , concernin whoſe fit- 
neſs for communion , they were unſatisfied: and beſides the infring- 
ing of their libertie, the churches themſelves would unavoidably E 
corrupted , and the Ordinances defiled,whileſt they might not refuſe, 
but muſt receive the unworthy : which is contrary unto the Scripture, 
teaching that all churches are ſiſters , and therefore equal. 

. 7. Theliketryal is to be required from ſuch members of the church, 
as were born in the ſame ,- or received their memberſhip , and were 
baptiſed in their infancy, or minoritie, by virtue of the covenant 
of their parents , when being grown up unto years of diſcretion they 
ſhall deſire to be made partakers of the Lords Supper : unto which, 
becauſe holy things muſt not be given unto the unworthie , therefore 
it is requiſite, that theſe as well as others, ſhould come to their tryal 
and examination, and manifeſt their faith and "repentance by an 
open profeſſion thereof, before they are received to the Lords Supper, 
and otherwiſe not to be admitted thereunto. 

' Yet theſe Church-members that were ſo born , or received in their 
ehild-hood , before they are capable of being made partakers of full 
communion”, have many privitedges which others (not church-mem- 
bers)have not : they are in covenant with God ; have the ſeal thereof 
upon them,viz. Baptiſm ; and fo ifnot regenerated, yet are in amore 


| hopefull Yay of attaining regenerating grace , and all the ſpiritual 


| bleſtings bot 


of the covenant and ſeal ; they. arealſo under Church- 


* - watckandconſequently ſubjeR, to the reprehenfions,, admonitions, 


.and cenfures thereof, for their healing and amendment , as need 
fhall require. | 


CHAP. 


Of the Removal of Chnrch-members.- 19 
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C H AP. - XIII. 


Of Church-members their removal from one Charch to another , and of 
| Letters of recommendation,aud diſmiſſion. 


Hurch-members may not -emeve or depart from the Church, 
and ſo one from another as they pleaſe , nor without juſt and 
weighty cauſe, but ought to live and dwell together : for as much as{Heb. 10.25. 
they are commanded, not to forſake the aſſembling of themſelyes to- 
gether. Such departure tends to the diſſolution and ruine of the body: 
asthe pulling of ſtones , and pieces of timber from the building ,and 
of members from the natural body , tend to the deſtruction of the 
whole. 

2. It is therefore the duty of Church-members , in ſuch times and 
places when counſel may be had , to conſult with the Church where- Prov.11.16. 
of they are members , about their -e»20val , that accordingly they ha- 
vingtheir approbation _ be incouraged or otherwiſe deſiſt. They 
who are joyned with conſent , ſhould not depart without conſent, 
except forced thereunto. | 

3. If a members departure be manifeſtly unſafe , and ſinfull , the N97 14-14. 
Church may not conſent thereunto : for in ſo doing, they ſhould nor | 72-22: 
a& in faith : and ſhould pertake with him in hisfin. If the caſe be **** 1 v 
doubtfull and the perſon not to be peſwaded , it ſeemeth beſt to leave 
the matter unto God , and not forcibly to detain him. 

4. Jaſt reaſon for a members removal of himſelf from the Church 
are 1. If a man cannot continue without pertaking in /» : 1 1. £Pe-5-13. 
In caſe of perſonal perſecution , ſo Paul departed from the Diſciples at 4 _ ti 
Damaſcus. Alſo, in caſe of general perſecution, when all are ſcattered. _—_— Fs 
I11. Incaſeof real, and not onely pretended , want of compotent ve. 1 3.10. 
ſubſiſtence, a door being opened for better ſupply in another place, 

—_ with the means of ſpiritual edificftion. In theſe , or like 
caſes , a member may lawfully remove , and the Church cannot law- 
fully detain them. - ; 

5. Toſeparate from a Church, eicher out of coxttemp of their holy 2 152-4-10- 
fellowſhip,or out of coverouſnefs, or for'greater inlargements with juſt Fade = oy 
grief to the Church; or out of Schiſm,0rwant of love;and out of a ſpi- © 
fit of contention in reſpect of ſome unkindneſs,or /ome evil onely con- 
ecived;or indeed, inthe Church which might and ſhould be tolerated 

C 2 and 
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- of the Removal of Chirch-members. 


andheaked with-a ſpirit of meckneſs , and of which evil the Church is 


not yet convinced, (though perhaps, himſelf be) nor admoniſhed : for 
theſe or like reaſons to withdraw from publick communion in word, 
or ſeals, or cenſures, is unlawfull and finfull. 

'6, Such membets as have orderly removed their habitation 
to joyn themſelves unto the Church in order where they do inhabic 
if it may be : otherwiſe, they can neither perform the duties, nor re. 
ceive the priviledges of members; ſuch an example tolerated in 
ſome , is apt to corrupt others ; which if many ſhould follow, would . 
threaten the difſolution and confuſion of Churches contrary to the 
Scripture. : 

7. Order requires that a member thus removing, have letters reſs- 
wonial , and of ds{miſſton from the Church-whereof he yet is , unto the 
Church whereunto he deſireth to be joyned, leſt the Church ſhould be 
deluded ; that the Church may receive himin faith ; and not be cor- 
rupted by receiving deceivers,and falſe brethren. Until the perſon diſ- 
miſſed be recerved into another Church , heceaſerh not by his letters 
of diſmiſſion to be a member of the Church whereofhe was. The 
Church cannot make a member,no member but by excommunication. 

8. If a member becalled to remove onely for a tre where a Church 
is letters of Recommendation are requiſite, and ſufficient for commu- 
nion with that Church,in the ordinance,andin their watch:as Phoebe, 
a ſervant of the Church at Cexchrea , had letters written for her to 
the Church of Remre, that ſhe might be received, as becommeth Saints. 

9. Such letters of Recommendation and diſmiſſion were written for 
Apolles : for Marcus to the Coleſſions ; for Phebe to the Romans; for 
ſundry othersto other Churches, and the Apoſtle telleth us, that fome 
perſons , not ſufficiently known otherwiſe , have ſpecial need of ſuch 
tetters,though he for his part had no need thereof. The uſe of them is 
to be abenefit,and helpto the party for whom they are written;8 for 
the furthering of his receiving amongſt the Saints in the place whereto 
he goeth ; and the due ſatisfaRtion of them in'their receiving of him. 
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CH AP. XIV. X 
Of E xcommunication andother Cenſures. 


He Cerſwres of the Church are appointed by Chriſt, for the 
JL preventing , removing , and kealing of offences in the _ : 


Of Exeommunic ation and other Cenſurer. 27- 
for the reclaiming and gaining of offending brethren : for the deter- 7ude #9. 
O 


ring of others from the 
maying the whole lump : for vindicating the honour of Chriſt, 09:55 
and of his Church,and the holy profeſſion of the Goſpet: and for pre- Rev.2.14, 
venting of the wrath of Ged 4 that ma juſt fall upon the Charch, 15,16 ,ard 
if they ſhould ſuffer his covenant, and the ſeals thereof to be pro. 20- 


faned by notorious and obſtinate offenders. 


1 


2. If an offence be private (one brother offending another, the of. £5 5-23- 


fender is to go,and acknowledge his repentance for it unto his offend- ay _ 


ed brother, who ts then to forgive him , but if the offender negle& or 

refuſe todoir,the brother offended is to go,& convince,and admoniſh ar. 18.17. 

him of it, between themſelves privately : if thereupon the offender be 

brought to repent of his offence , the admoniſher hath won his bro- 

ther, but if the offender hear not his brother,the brother offended is to 

take with him one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three Yer. 16. - 

witneſſes , every word may be eſtabliſhed , (whether the word of ad- 

monition if the offender receive it,or the word of complaint, if he re- 

fuſeit : ) for ifherefuſeit, the offended brother is by the mouth of __ FE 

the Elders to tell the Church , and if he hear theChurch , and declare - *” my 

the ſame by penitent confeſſion , he is recovered and gained, andif 

the Church diſcern him to be willing to hear , yet not fullyconvinced + 

of his offence , as in caſe if hereby ; They are to diſpenceto him a 73:.3.16, 
blick admonition ; which declaring the offender to ly under the 

publick offence of the Church , doth thereby with-hold or ſuſpend 

him from the holy fellowſhip of the Lords Supper, till his offence be 

removed by penitent confeſſion. If he ſtill continue obſtinate they ,, . FE 

are to caſt him out by Excommunication. ET. 


3. Bur if the offence be more p=b/ichat firſt and of a more heynoxs , c,.5 4,5. 


and criminal nature, to wit, fuch as are condemned by the light of na- and Yer/c11, 
ture, than the Church without ſuch gradual proceeding , is te caſt out 
the offender, from their holy communion , for the further mortifying - 
of his fin and the healing of his ſoul , in the day of the Lord Jeſus. 

4. In dealing with an offender, great care is to be taken,that we be ;; alat.6.7. 
neither over-ſtri& or rigorous, nor too indulgent or remiſs :- our pro- 
ceeding herein ought to be with a ſpirit of meekneſs, conſidering our 


ſelves, leſt we alſo be tempted ; and that the beſt of us have need of Mat.18. 24, 
much forgiveneſs from the Lord.  Yetthe wining and healing of the —_ 408 | 


offenders ſoul , being the end of theſe endeavours we muſt not 


daub with untempered -morter ,- nor heal the wounds of our —_ —— 


&-3 thren 


ences: for purging out the leaven which 24. 13-11. 
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22 ” Of Excommunication,and other Cenſures. 


| thren ſfmightly, on ſome have compaſtion others ſave with fear. 
Mat.18.17. $5. While the offender remains excomunicate,the Church is to refraix 
1 Cor.5.11- from all member-like communion with him in ſpiritual _—_ , and alſo 


2 Theſ-3:5, fromall familiar communion with him in civil thin than the 
"= neceſlity of natural,or domeſtical,or civil relati6s do require : and are 
therefore to forbear to eat & drink with him,that he may be aſpamed. 
6. Excommunication being a ſpiritual puniſhment,it doth not pre- 
judice the excommunion,nor deprive him of his c:vi# rsght-,and there- 
fore toucheth not Princes,or other Magiſtrates , in point of their cwil 
7 Cor.14-24, dignity or authority. And,the excommunicate being but as a publican 
> Theſ'3 14, and a heathen, heathens being lawfully permitted co come to hear the 
"word in Church aſſemblies ; we acknowledge therefore the like li- 
berty of hearing the word , may be permitted to perſons excommuni- 
cate, that is permitted unto heathens, And becauſe we are not with- 
out hope,of recovery, we are not to account him as an enemie but 
to admoniſh him as a brother. | 
7. If the Lord ſanRifie the cenſuresto the offender , ſo as by the 
2 E0y,2.7 8. grace of Chriſt, he doth teitifie his repentance, with humble confeſſion - 
of his ſin & judging of himſelf, giving glory unto God ; the Church is 
then to forgive him,and to comfort him,and to reſtore him to the wont- 
ed brothesly communion, which formerly he injoyed with them. 
8. The ſuffering of profane or ſcandalous Livers to continue in 
Rev. 2.1 A fellowſhip , and partake in the Sacrament , is doubtleſs a great ſin in 
th = 4 3. Choſe that have powerin theirhand,to redreſsit;and do it not. Never- 
Arps 3.1. theleſs,in as much as Chriſt & hisApoſtles in their times,and the Pro- 
phets and other godly in theirs,did lawfully partake ofthe Lords com- 
manded Ordinances in theJewiſh Church,and neither taught nor pra- 
Riſed /eparation from the ſame , —_ unworthy ones were permit- 
ted therein ; and in as much as the faithfull in the Church of Corixth, 
wherein were many unworthy perſons, and practiſes, are never com- 
2 Co/.6. manded to abſent themſelves from the Sacraments , becauſe of the 
chap.15,12- ſame : therefore the godly in like caſes, are not preſently to ſeparate. 
9. As ſeparation from ſach a Church wherein profane and ſcan- 
dalous Livers are tolerated,is not preſently'neceſſary:fo for the mem- 
Re MEN bers thereof, otherwiſe worthy , hereupon to abftaix from communi- 
is. ' { cating with ſuch a Church in the participation of the Sacraments is 
Gen-18.25.] unlawfull. For as it wereanreaſonable for an innocent perſon to be 
puniſhed, for the faults of other wherein he hath no hand,and where- 
unto he gave no conſent- ; ſ0is it more unreaſonable , that a godly 
man 


- 
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man ſhould negle& duty, and | mags himſelf in not coming for his 
portion in the bleſling of the ſeals, a#he ought , becauſe others are 
ſuffered to come, that ought not. Eſpecially,conſidering that himſelf 
doth neither conſent to theirfſin , nor to their approaching to the 
Ordinances in their ſin, nor to the negle& of others who ſhould put 
them away,and do not : but on the contrary doth heartily mourn for 
theſe things , modeftly and ſeafonably ſtir up others todo their duty. 
If the Church cagnot be reformed , they may ule their liberty , as is ſpe- 
cified, chap. 1 1 Sea : 4. But this all the godly are bound unto, even 
every one todo his indeayour, — to his power and place, that 
the unworthy may be duely. proceeded againſt by the Church to 
whom this matter doth appertain, - 


PCC 
| CHAT Ty. THEE 


Of the communion of Charches one with another. 


\ Lthough Chuxches be diſtin& , and therefore may not be con- 
founded one with another : and equal, and therefore have not Rev.1.4. 
dominion one over another : yet all the Churches ought to preſerve Cn. 8.8. > 
Church-communion one with another, becauſe they are all united unto pgs _ "4 
Chriſt , not onely as a myſtical, but as a political head ; whence is de- 5.23. 
rived a communion ſuitable thereunto. Reve2.1, 
2. The commanion of Churches is exerciſed ſundrie ways. 

T1. By way of mutual Gare in taking thought for one anothers cant.8.8. 
welfare. : | : 

1 1. By way of Conſltation one with another , when we have 
occaſion to require the judgement and counſel of other Churches, 
—_y any; perſon , or cauſe wherewith they may be better ac- 

uainted than our ſelves. As the Church of Antjoch conſulted with 

Apoſtles , and Elders of the Church at Zer»/a/em, about the que- 

ſtion of Circumciſion of the Gentiles, and about the falſe Teachers j4#s 15-2. 
that broached thar doQrine, In which caſe , when any Church want- 

eth light or peace amongſt themſelves, it is a way of communion 
of Churches (according to the word ) to meet together by their EL{_;x5 15.5. 
ders and other meſſengersin a Synod; to conſider and argue thelyerſ:22.23. 
points in deubt,or difference, and having found out the way of truth 


Exek.9.10, 


and peace, to commend the fame by their Letters and meſſengers to S; 


the Churches , whom the ſame may concern, But if a Church be 
| © 0 rent 


24 


Exck-34-4- 


Gal.2 It, 
10.14, 


\ publickly rebuked him before the Church-: though Churc 


© Of the Communionof Churches. 


rent with diviſion amongft themſelves, or lye under any open ſcan- 
dal, and yet refuſe to conſulrwith other Churches , for healing or 
removing of the fame ; it is a matter of juſt offence both to the Lord 
Jeſus , andto other Churches, as bewraying too much want of mercy 
and faithfulneſs , nor to ſeek to binde upthe breaches and wounds of 
the Church and brethrens and therefore the ſtate of ſuch a Church 
calleth aloud upon other Churches, to exerciſe a fuller a& of bro- 
therly communion , to wit, by way of admonition. , 
I 1 1, -Athird waythenof communion of Churches is by way of 
admonition , to wit , in cafe any publick offence be found in a Church, 
{which they either diſcern not , or are flow in proceeding to ule the 
means for the removing and healing of. Pax/had no authority 0- 
| ver Peter , yet when he ſaw Peter not walking with a right foot , he 
es have no 
more authority one over. another, than one Apoſtle had over ano- 


ther; yet as one Apoſtle might admoniſh another, ſo may one Church 
Ladmoniſh another , and yet without uſurpation. In which caſe, if the 


Aat.18.15, Church that lyerhunder offence, do not hearken to the Church which 


16,17.by 


doth admoniſh her, the Churches to acqpaint other neighbour- 


proportion. churches with that offence , which the offending Qooreb {ill lyeth 


Gen.18.25, 


. -of holy communion, as the communion of Churches 


under,together with their neglect of the brotherly admonition giyen 
unto them ; whereupon thoſe other Churches are to joyn in ſecond- 
ing the admonition formerly given : and if ſtillthe offending Church 
continne in-obſtinacy and impenitency , they.may forbear commu- 
nion with them ; and are to proceed to make uſe of the help of a Sy- 
nod , or counſel of neighbour-churches walking orderly (if a greater 
cannot conveniently be had) for their conviction. Ifthey hear not 
the Synod,the Synod having declared them to be obſtinace, particular 
Churches approving and accepting of the judgment of the Synod, 
are to declare the ſentence of non-communion reſpectively con- 
cerning them : and thereupori out of a religious care to keep their 
own communion pure , they may Juſt with-draw themſelves. from 
participation with them at the Lords Table,and from ſuchgther Ads 
wiſe allow and require. Nevertheleſs, ifany members of ſuch a Church 
as lyeth under publick offence ; do not conſent to the offence of the 
Charch, burdo in Que fort bear wirneſs againſt i, they are till 2 


be received to wonted communion : forit 15 not equa), that 
cent ſhopld ſuffer ith the offenſive.  - | MP | phe We: 


. # 


et Yan 
* = - 


Yea 
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Yea furthermore, if ſuch innocent members after due waiting in 
the uſe of all good means for the healing of the offence of their | 
own Church, ſhall at laſt with the allowance of the counſel of | 
neighbour-churches) withdraw from -the fellowſhip of their own | 
Church and offer themſelves to thefellowſhip of another;we judg ic | 
Jawfull for the other Church to receive them being otherwiſe fit) as 
it they had _ _— diſmiſſed to oy _ own Church. | 
I V. A fourth way of communion of Churches, is by way of par-c .- fl 
ticipation : the ———_—_ of one Church occaſionally coming © Ina 9fchay 
another, we willingly admit them to partake with us at the Lords 4 
Table,it being the ſeal of our communion not onely with Chriſt, nor] iy 
onely with the members of our own Church, but alſo with all the l 
Churches of the Saints : in which regard, we refuſe not to baptize 
their Children preſented to us, if eithertheir own Miniſter be abſent, |* ©?! # ; 
or ſuch a fruit of holy fellowſhip be deſired with us. In like caſt | 


\uch Churches as are furniſhed with more Miniſters than one, d 
willingly afford one of their own Miniſters to ſupply the place of ; 
an abenn or ſick Miniſter of another Church for a needfull ſeaſon. 7 
V. A fifth way of Church-communion is by way of recommenda- if 
tion, when a member of one Church hath occaſion to reſide in ano- 
cher church;if but for a ſeaſon, wecommend him to their watchfull 
fellowſhip by Letters of Recommentation:bur if he be called to ſer- 
tle hisabode there, we commit him according to his deſire, to the 45.13.29. 
fellowſhip of their covenant, by Letters of Diſmiſfion. 
V I. A fixth way of Church-communion is in caſe of yecd, to 
miniſter rclief and ſxcconr one unto another : either of able mem- _;#; ;; 2, -. 
bers to furnith them with Officers : or of outward ſupport tothe w.1ſ:29. 
neceſlities of poorer churches; as did the churches of the Gentiles Xom.19:26, * 
contribute liberally to the poor Saints at Zeruſalem. 27 » 
3. Whena company of believers purpoſe to gather into church- 
fellowſhip, it is requiſite for their ſafer proceeding; and the main- 
raining of the communion of churches, that they ſipnifie their in- Ga.2;1,2 
tent unto the neighbour-churches,walking according unto the order & 9. by pro- 
of the Goſpel,anddefire-their preſence,and help, and right-hand of £9/1i0n- 
fellowſhip which they ought readily to give unto them, when there 
is no juſt cauſe of excepting againſt their proceedings. 
4. Befidestheſe ſeveral ways of communion, there is alſo a way 
of propagation of churches ; when a church ſhall grow too nume- 
D rous, 
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26 : ; Of Synods. ; 

Iſay 40.20 rous, it 154 —_— fit ſeaſon, to propagate one Church out of an- 

Cant.8.8,9. gether, by ſending forth ſuch of their members as are willing to re- 

| move, and to procure ſome Officers to them, as-may enter with them | 

into church-eſtate amongſt themſelves: as Bees, when the Hive is too |} 

fall ifſue forth by fwarms, and are gathered into other Hives, ſo the * 

£ churches of Chriſt may do the ſame upon like neceſlity; and therein 

them hold forth tothe right hand of tellowſhip, both in their gathering | 
into achurch; and in the Ordination of their Officers. 
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I CHAP. XVI. 


: Of Syneds. 
Ynods orderly aſſembled, and rightly proceeding according to 
| che patern, A#s.15, we acknowledg as the Ordinance of Chriſt : 
As 15.2, and though not abſolutely neceſſary to the being, yet many times, 
10,15. through che iniquity of men, and perverſneſs of times, neceſſary to 
the well-being of churches, for the eſtabliſhment of truth and * 
peace therein. | . 

2, Synods being ſpiritual and eccleſiaſtical Aſſemblies, are there. 
fore made up of {| rae age eccleſiaſtical cauſes. The next efficient ' 
cauſe of them under Chriſt, is Ge power of the churches, ſending 

44s 15.2,3. forth their Elders, other meſſengers, who being met together in the 
verſ.6. name of Chriſt, are the matter of the Synod; and they in arguing, 
vrf-7o10323 Jebating, and determining - matters of Religion according to the 
wer +ZI. 7 xg p 
44516, Word, andpubliſhingthe ſame to the churches whom it concern- 
4.15. eth, do put forth the pro and formal acts of a Synod ; tothe 
conviction of errours and herefies, and the eſtabliſhment of truth 
and peace in the churches, which isthe end of a Synod. 
> Obion, 29./ , 3+ Magiſtrates have power to call a Synod, by calling to the 
4 Y, 0,11. [churches to ſend forth their Elders and other meſſengers, to coun- 
44; 15. jſelandaſliſt them in mattersof Religion : bur yet the conſtituting 
of a Synod, is a church a&, and may be tranſacted by the churches, 
even when civil Magiſtrates may be enemies to- churches and to 
church-aſſembles. 
| 4. It belongeth unto Synods and Councils, to debate and deter. 
Aﬀs 15- mine controverſies of faith, and caſes of conſcience : to clear from 
1,2:%)- the Word holy diretions for the holy worſhip of God, and good 


. : = government of the church ; to bear witneſs againſt mal-adminiſtra- 


tion 


5 or DORA. 


rome, 


| 
£ 


tion and corruption in dorine or manners in any particular church, 2 ch#/0r.29. 
and to give dire&ionsfor the reformation thereof : not to exerciſe 57. 


church-cenſures in way of diſcipline, nor any othera& of church- Pt ' 

authority or juriſdiction: which that preſedential Synod did forbear. © 7" 
5- The Synods dire&tions and determinations, ſo far asconſo- 

rant to the Word of God, are to be received with reverence and 

ſubmiſſion ; not onely for their agreement therewith which is the 

principal ground thereof, and without which they binde not at all : 

but alſo ſecondarily, for the power whereby they are made, as being , #1 

an Ordinance of God appointed thereunto in his Word. TOY 
6. Becauſe it is difficult, if not impoſſible, for many churches to 

come all together in one place, in all their members univerſally : 

therefore they may aſſemble by their Delegates, or meſſengers, as 47; 15.2. 

the church of A»t:och went not all to eru/alem, but ſomeſele&t 

men for that purpoſe. Becauſe none are or ſhould be more fit to 

know the ſtate of the churches, nor to adviſe of ways for the good 

thereof than Elders : therefore it is fit that inthe choice of the 

meſſengers for ſuch Aſſemblies, they have ſpecial reſpe&unto ſuch : 

yet in as much as not onely Pax/and Barnabas, but certain others A#s 15.2. 

alſo were ſent to feruſalem from Anticeh, Atts 15. and when they v.22,23- 

were come to feruſalem, not endy the Apoſtlesand Elders, but 

other Brethren alſo do aſſemble, and meet about the matter ; there-- 

fore Synqgds are to conſiit both. of, Elders, and other church-mem- 

bers, endued with gifts, aud ſent by the charches, not excluding the 

preſence of any brethren in the churches. fp. 
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2 CHAP. XVII 


Of the Civil Magiftrates power in matters Eceleſrafticati 

Iz is lawfull, profitable, -and neceſſary for Chriſtians to gather 

themſelves into Church-eſtate,and therein. to exerciſe all the Or. 4#* 2 
dinances of Chriſt according unto the Word, although the conſent CD OT” 
of the Magiſtrate could not be had thereunto ; becauſe the Apoſtles FOOT 
and Chriſtians in their time did frequently thus praQiſe, when the 
Magiſtrates beingall of the Jewiſh or Pagan,and moſtly perſecuting 
enemies, would give no counteriance or conſent to ſuch matters. 

2. Church-government ſtands in no oppoſition to civil govern- 


ment of Common-wealths, nor any intrencheth upon the authori- 7olm 8.36. 
D 2 ' 
Y 


Afts 15.24. 


_ —— —_ 7 


28 Of the civil Magiſtrates power in matters Eccleſiaſtical, 
Jam 18. 26 t, of vil Magiſtrates in their juriſditions ; nor any whit weak- 
4525-5 ceth their hands in governing; but rather ſtrengthneth them,and 
furthereth the people in yielding more hearty and conſcionable 0- 
bedience unto them , ales ſome ill affeRted perſons: to the 
waysvf Chriſt have ſuggeſted , to alienate the affections of Kings 
and Princes from the Ordinances of Chriſt ; as if the Kingdom of 
Chriſt in his Church could not riſe and ſtand , without the falling 
and weakning of their government, which is alſo of Chriſt: where- 
as the contrary-is moſt true, that they may both ſtand rogether and 
flouriſh, the one being helpfull unto the other, in their diſtin and 
due adminiſtrations: 

3. The power and authority of Magiſtrates is not for the re- 
_———_ ftraining of Churches, or any other good works, but for helping in 
3 Tim. 4 2 and furthering thereof; and therefore the conſent and countenance 

of Magiſtrates when it may be had, is not to beſleighted, or lightly 
eſteemed ; but on the contrary ; it is part of that honofir due to 
chriſtian Magiſtrates to deſire and crave their conſent and approba- 
tion therein : which being obtained , the Churches may then pro. 
ceed in their way with much more encouragement and comfort. 
4.. It is notin the power of Magiſtrates ro compell their ſubjeRts 
Exck. 44.749 to-become church-members, and to-partake at the Lords Table: for 
'*” the Prieſtsare reproved, that brought unworthy ones into the San- 
+ Cor. 5. 11 uary : then, as it was unlawfull forthe Prieſts, ſo it is as unlawfiill 
| tobe dornie by*civil Magiſtrates. Thoſe whom the Church is to caſt 
out ifthey werein , the Magiſtrate ought not. to thruſt into the 
church ner to hold citem therein. ; 
5. As it is unlawfull for Church-Officers to meddle with the 
Sword of the Magiſtrate , ſo is it unlawfull for the Magiſtrate to 
Hat. 20, meddle with the work proper to.church-Officers:the Acts of ALoſes 
25,26 and David, who were not onely princes, but Prophets, were extra» 
ordinary; therefore not.imitable. Againſt ſuch uſurpation the Lord 
Oey ſmiting V=z5ab with leproſie, for preſuming to offer 
1ncen1je, 

6. It. is theduty ofthe Magiſtrate, totake care of matters of re- 
ligion,and to.improve hiscivil Authority for the obſerving ofthe 
Pſal. 82.2 Qaties commanded inthe firſt, as wellas for obſerving of the duties 

; commanded in the ſecqnd Table. They are called Gods. The end 
IT». 2+ 132 Of the Magiſtrates Office , is not onely the quiet and peaceable life- 

| of 
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2 Ch70t. 26. 
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Of the civil Magiſtrates power #n matters Ecciejiaſticat.. p- . 

of the ſubje&, in matters of righteouſneſs and honeſty, bur alſo in 73: 5-14 
matters of godlineſs ,, yea of all godlineſs. Moſes, Foſhua, David, * Save de 2 
Solomen, Aſa, Fehoſhaphat, Hez:kiah, Foſiah, are much commend- <. _—_ Eva 
ed by the Holy Ghoſt, for the putting torth their Authority in mat--35. r K11g. 
ters of Religion : on the contrary, ſuch Kings as have been failing 29: 42. os. 
this way, are frequently taxed and reproved bythe Lord. And nor 77-25: &3'- 
. onely the Kings of F4dah, but alſo Fob, Nehemiah, the King of N:- Fon wg 13 
mwveh, Darius, Artaxerxes, Nebuchadnezar, whom none looked #x-4 7. 

at as Types of Chriſt, (though were it ſo, there were no place for a- Dan. 3. 29 
ny juſt Objection,) are commended in the Book of God , for exer- 
cifingtheir Authority this way. 

7. The objec of the power ofthe Magiſtrate, are not things 
meerly inward , and fo not ſubje& to his cogniſance and view , as 
unbeltef, hardneſs of heart , erronious opinions not vented ; but 
onely ſuch things as areaRed by the outward man ; neither is their 
power £0 be exerciſed , in commanding ſuch as of the outward 
man, and puniſhing the neglect thereof, as-are but-meer inventions 
and devices of men ; but + com ſuch acts, as are commanded.and 
forbidden in the word ; yea ſuch as the word doth clearly deter- 
mine, though not always clearly to the judgment of the Magiſtrate 
or others, yet clearly in it ſelf.In theſe he of right ought to put forth 
his Authority, though oft-times actually he doth it nor. om 

8. Idolatry, Blaſphemy, Herefie , venting corrupt and pernici- P**#- 23 
ous opinions, that deſtroy the foundation ,: open contempt ofthe ,.-. 
word preached , prophanation of the Lords day , diſturbing the az. z 29 
peaceable adminiſtration and exerciſe of the worſhip and holy 2z:h.13-3 
things of God, and the like, are to be reſtrained , and puniſhed by Neb- 13 21 
civil Authority. : = IN 

9. Ifany * AY one or more ſhall grow ſchiſmatical, rending- UE 
it ſelf from the communion of other churches , or ſhall walk incor- 
rigibly or obſtinately in any corrupt way of their own, contrary to: 
therule of the word ; in ſuch caſe the Magiſtrate is to pur forth his 
\ coercive power, as.the matter ſhall require. The Tribes on this fide 7242 2 2. | 
' Pordan intended to make war againſt the other Tribes, for building 
the Altar of witneſs, whom. they ſuſpeRed to- have turned away 
therein from following ofthe.Lord. 
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Vers 40. 
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A Tas of the Con nts of the 


Chapters in this [ Platform of 
Church-Diſcipline, Py#5,5- dortf/eeps- 


Chap.1. Of the Form of Church-government in general, and that it 
75 one, immutable, and preſcribed in the Word of God. Page I 

2. Of the nature of the Catholick Church in general and in ſpecial of hu 1, poudatp3 
a particular viſible Church. 2 


3. Of the matter of the viſible Church, beth in reSe(t of quality and $y.z 
aantity. y---- 


4. Of the Form of a viſible Church, and of Charch-cov: ant. 4 
5. Of the fir$t ſubjett of Church-power, or to whom Church-power 
doth fir5t belong. 
6. Of the Officers of the Church , and ſpecially of Pa$tours and 
Teachers. 7 
7. Of Ruling Elders and Deacons. 8 
8. Of Eleftion of Church Officers. 10 
9. Of Ordination and Impoſition of Hands. I] \ 
10. Of the power of the Church and its Preſbytery. $2 
- 11, Of the maintenance of CharchOfficers. I5 
12, Of the admiſſion of Members into the Charch. 16 mud; ad /: 
13. Of Church Members their removal from oae Church to another GT; dif 
and of Letters of Recommendation and Diſmiſſion. I9- ; 
14. Of Excommunication and other Church-cenſures. 20. 
15. Of the communion of Churches one with another. 23 
16. Of Synoas. 26 


17. Of the civil MagiStrates power in matters Eccleſiatical. 25 


PRDEEEPRREEPES BD 


